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and American trading posts having survived there for a few years 
in the 1830s and 1840s. 

Between 1770 and 1850 a group of Wichita Indians lived 
on a plateau near the Wichita Mountains. This plateau overlooks 
a watercourse, earlier named Cache Creek by a party of French 
explorers. The Wichita’s camp was visited by the first party of 
US Army soldiers ever to enter the area, in July of 1834. This 
party, commanded by Colonel Henry Dodge, included a Lieuten- 
ant Jefferson Davis, who was later to become the US Secretary 
of War and in 1861 was elected President of the Confederacy at 
the start of the American Civil War. 

Colonel Dodge led his party away and the army didn’t 
visit the area again until 1852. when a Captain Marcy led a 
scientific expedition into the mountains from Texas. He found 
the remains of the recently deserted Wichita village and reported 
that the plateau would be a suitable site for the building of a 
military post, if the need for one arose. 

Before that need came about, in 1859 an Indian Agency 
was established at Anadarko, some thirty miles to the north. The 
agency had barely begun to  operate before the Civil War started 
in 1861, and it was occupied by Confederate troops. But these 
troops, together with white settlers there, were soon driven 
away by the Indians during one of the many Indian wars, in 
which Indians fought both each other and the white man. 

In 1868, three years after the end of the Civil War, Major 
General Philip Sheridan, commanding the Department of the 
Missouri, was given the task of subduing the Indians and driving 
them onto reservations, for they were still causing quite some 
trouble. Colonel H. Grierson carried out a reconnaissance for a 
suitable location for a fort and chose a plateau overlooking Cache 
Creek - t he  same plateau that Captain Marcy had written about 
sixteen years before. General Sheridan led the campaign against 
the Indians himself, and he approved of the site Colonel Grierson 
chose for the fort. 

On 8 January 1869, General Sheridan drove the first stake 
marking the site of permanent buildings on the plateau, and thus 
the post was established, initially to be called Camp Wichita. 

I 
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When General Sheridan left on 23 February 1869, Colonel Grier- 
son assumed the position as the first commander of Camp 
Wichita. Under his command he had 6 companies of cavalry 
and 2 of infantry, about 600 men. Later the strength of the post 
was raised to 6 cavalry and 3 infantry companies. 

The post was renamed Fort Sill on 18 August 1869, for 
Brigadier General Joshua Sill, a West Point classmate of General 
Sheridan’s who had died in the Civil War. (General Sill had had 
no connection whatsoever with the military establishment that 
now bears his name). 

Several stone buildings were erected at Fort Sill in 1870, 
one of the first being the Post chapel. (This beautiful building, 
the second oldest place of worship still in use in the state of 
Oklahoma, now displays a fine stained glass window depicting 
Saint Barbara, behind the altar). Other early buildings were the 
officers’ quarters and it was on the porch of the commanding 
officer’s house that General Sherman nearly met his death. 

The Commanding General of the United States Army, 
General William Sherman, visited Fort Sill in May of 1871. He 
wished to personally investigate charges that the white settlers 
and soldiers were mistreating the Indians, and that the Indians 
were acting belligerently towards the whites. While parleying 
with some Indian chieftains on the porch of the commanding 
officer’s house, an unsuccessful attempt was made on the gene- 
ral’s life. Since that time this building has been called ‘Sherman 
House’ and is traditionally occupied by the post commander. 

Another personality of note who was stationed at Fort 
Sill in the early days was Lieutenant Colonel (Brevet Major 
General) George Custer, who commanded troops of the famous 
Seventh Cavalry Regiment. 

Until the last years of the nineteenth century soldiers from 
Fort Sill continued to fight, and eventually subdue, the Indians, 
From 1875, to help them fight Indians, they actually employed 
other Indians as members of the Indian Police, the Scout Depart- 
ment and ‘Troop L‘of the Seventh Cavalry Regiment. One of the 
scout detachment’s more notable alumni was an Apache named 
Geronimo. He and other homicidal Apaches were removed from 
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Arizona Territory, where they had been responsible for much 
murder and pillage, to Fort Sill in 1894. Geronimo saw out his 
life a t  Fort Sill, both in and out of uniform. until his death in 
1909. He was frequently ‘rested up’ in the guardhouse after 
drinking bouts; this building is now known as the ‘Geronimo 
Guardhouse’ and it housed the first part of the now extensive 
and very fine US Army Field Artillery Centre Museum. 

Fort Sill in the Twentieth Century 

In 1901 the US Government decided to open up parts of 
the Indian Territory to  settlers, though Indians living in the ter- 
ritory were given some of the land. About five miles south of 
Fort Sill a new city, to be the seat of the new County of Com- 
anche, was founded. The city was named Lawton, for Major 
General Henry Lawton. a former Fort Sill Quartermaster, who 
died in the Philippines in 1899. Lawton now has a population of 
about 70,000 people. 

Although the end of the Indian Wars brought to a close 
the usefulness of Fort Sill as a frontier post, the establishment 
was maintained as  a home for some cavalry units because of its 
permanent buildings. On 9 January 1902 the 29th Battery of 
Field Artillery reached Fort Sill - the ‘Redlegs’, (the US Artil-
lery’s nickname) had arrived at their future home. In June of 
1905 Fort Sill was designated as the temporary home of the US 
Artillery Centre. (This designation, however, was not made 
permanent until 1930). The cavalry left Fort Sill in 1907. 

At about this time the US Army was considering closing 
down some of its smaller posts and consolidating troops into 
larger ones. The people of Lawton successfully petitioned the 
US Government to make Fort Sill one of these larger posts and 
the extensive construction required to build the ‘New Post’ 
commenced in June of 1909. 

The original part of Fort Sill became known as the ‘Old 
Post’ and this area consisted of the parade ground, with its flank- 
ing stone buildings, the Old Post Corral, the Geronimo Guard- 
house, the hospital, and some other minor buildings. Two sides 
of the parade ground, which is still used as such on ceremonial 
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occasions, are occupied by officers’ quarters, while the buildings 
on the other two sides are now storerooms, offices and parts of 
the museum. The 0ld.Post  Corral had been built in 1870 to 
dissuade the Indians from stealing the post’s horses. It was also 
intended to be a final strongpoint in the event of attack, though 
this never proved necessary. In the centre of the corral there 
now flies a US flag displaying 37 stars, the number of states in 
the Union when Fort Sill was established. In 1962 the Old Post 
was declared a Registered National Historic Landmark and is an 
apt monument to  the ‘Old Army’. 

The US Artillery School had been situated at Fortress 
Monroe, in Virginia, but in 1907 the US Artillery was split into 
Field and Coastal Defence branches. Fortress Monroe continued 
to teach coastal defence gunnery, but struck all reference to 
field artillery from its syllabus. As a result, field artillery was 
just not formally taught in the US Army. Efforts to correct this 
situation were not made until November 1910, when it  was de-
cided to establish a field artillery school a t  Fort Sill. On 5 June 
1911, Captain Dan T. Moore became the first commandant of the 
‘School of Fire for Field Artillery’. Thus the US Army Field 
Artillery School was born. 

Military aviation in the US Army was also born at Fort 
Sill, when the 1st Aero Squadron was established there in 1915. 
However, it was not until 1917 that a proper airfield - the Henry 
Post Field -was built. This airfield now has a 5,000 feet run- 
way and is capable of handling such aircraft as the Boeing 707. 

US entry into World War 1 necessitated the building of 
several military training camps. One of the major ones, Camp 
Doniphan, was set up on the Fort Sill Military Reserve and many 
‘Doughboys’ trained there. One of the battery commanders of 
the 129th Field Artillery Regiment a t  Camp Doniphan in 1918 
was a Captain Harry S. Truman. In later years this distinguished 
American, even as President, retained the rank of Colonel of the 
Field Artillery (Reserve). 

The US Army’s School of Infantry has also resided at 
Fort Sill from 1913 when the ‘School of Musketry’ was moved 
from the Presidio of Monterey in California, until 1918 when the 
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renamed ‘School of Infantry’ was again moved to its present 
home at Fort Benning, Georgia. An Officer Candidate School 
operated at  Fort Sill from 1941 until 1946. It was reopened in 
1951 and has remained active to the present time. Fort Sill also 
housed an Air Training School from 1942 to 1954. 

Fort Sill and the Field Artillery Centre Today 

If the number of troops, battalion-size units and support 
facilities are used as the criteria, Fort Sill must be considered to 
be larger than the whole of Eastern Command. A major general 
commands 29.000 troops and 5,000 civilian staff a t  the post. In 
physical size, the garrison area and ranges cover 94,000 acres. 
The military reserve is 27 miles long, and varies from 25 to 9 
miles wide. The 25 battalion-size units on the post include artil- 
lery, infantry, engineer, transportation and ordnance units. There 
are also numerous smaller sized units. 

The major departments and formations at  Fort Sill today 
are: 

0 HQ US Army Field Artillery Centre and Fort Sill 
(USAFACFS) 

0 US Army Training Centre - Field Artillery 
0 US Army Field Artillery Aviation Command 
0 I11 Corps Artillery 
0 US Army Combat Development Command - Field 

Artillery Agency 
0 US Army Field Artillery Board 
0 US Army Field Artillery School (USAFAS). 

Other organizations include a vast array of engineer, 
medical, transportation, security, administration, planning, man- 
agement, logistical, comptrollership etc. units and departments. 

HQ Command USAFACFS. This is the Commanding 
General’s HQ and is the command and administrative structure 
for the whole post. 

US Army Training Centre -Field Artillery. Two Advan- 
ced Individual Training Brigades and the Fort Sill Academy form 
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the basis of this organization. The 1st Brigade has three Canoneer 
Training Battalions, and a Self-Propelled Training Battery, while 
the 2nd Brigade has a Missile Training Battalion and a Survey- 
Fire Direction Centre Training Battalion. New artillerymen are 
posted here after their eight weeks of basic military training. The 
Fort Sill Academy has a Drill Sergeant School and a NCO 
Academy, and also conducts Leadership preparation courses 
and Instructor Training courses. 

U S  Army Field Artillery Aviation Command. This is both 
a training and support command and has two aviation battalions. 
The 21st Aviation Battalion has one Medium Helicopter Com-
pany (Chinook) and one Heavy Helicopter Company (Flying 
Crane). The 1st Field Artillery Aviation Battalion has a School 
Support Company and a General Support Company. Almost all 
types of aircraft in the US Army aviation inventory are to be 
found a t  Fort Sill. 

I I I  Corps Artillery. This formation provides all elements 
of USAFAC with artillery support. It also maintains a combat 
ready artillery strike force and has other responsibilities towards 
HQ 111 Corps. In all there are fifteen artillery battalions organized 
into three artillery groups, representing all missile and cannon 
equipments in service with the US artillery today. An infantry 
battalion, with an attached tank company, is also part of the 
formation and is employed in combined arms training. 

US Army Combat Development Command - Field Artil- 
lery Agency, and US Army Field Artillery Board. These two 
organizations have research, development, test and evaluation 
responsibilities in connection with field artillery weapons, equip. 
ments and systems. 

US Army Field Artillery School. (USAFAS). The school 
is composed of various administrative, logistic and planning or-
ganizations, an Officer Candidate School, and seven academic 
departments, which are: 

0 Gunnery Department 
0 Communications/Electronics Department 
0 Target Acquisition Department 
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0 Artillery Transport Department 
0 Tactics and Combined Arms Department 
0 Guided Missile Department 
0 Non-Resident Instruction Department. 

The roles of Gunnery, Target Acquisition (Locating), and 
Artillery Transport Departments should be obvious, but details 
about the other departments are worthy of note. 

Communications/Electronics Department teaches radio 
and line communication and also has an Automatic Data Proces- 
sing Branch, the US Army having realized the desirability of 
making its officers familiar with the potential use and limitations 
of computers as a management tool. This department also runs 
Fort Sill’s internal television service, producing their own video- 
taped material and showing other TV material as required. 
Many classrooms have several TV sets permanently set up 
in them. 

Tactics and Combined Arms Department teaches all arms, 
joint service, and artillery tactics. It is also responsible for such 
subjects as Military History, Military Justice, Management, 
Communicative Arts Staff Functions, and Nuclear Warfare etc. 

Guided Missile Department is concerned with instruction 
on the Pershing. Sergeant and Lance missile systems. 

The Non-Resident Instruction Department prepares and 
conducts an extensive range of correspondence courses on all 
aspects of field artillery for Reserve and National Guard per- 
sonnel and will also provide complete lesson plans, with training 
aids, to artillery units on request. 

The Officer Candidate School conducts a six-month course, 
after its cadets have completed their basic military training, and 
graduates are commissioned as Second Lieutenants. The school 
trains Field Artillery Officers, (though not all graduates go into 
the Field Artillery Branch), unlike OCS Portsea, or OTU Schey- 
ville, which graduate infantry officers and leave corps training 
to other AHQ schools. 
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Instructors a t  USAFAS generally work in a far more 
specialist field than do instructors a t  AHQ schools. As may be 
expected, they utilize some very fine training aids and training 
areas. 

The firing ranges at  Fort Sill are extensive and have 
various types of terrain to test the skills of budding forward 
observers. Several permanent stands are set up for demon-
strations. The largest of these demonstration areas is used for 
periodic artillery and air fire-power demonstrations, which are 
open to the public as well as to all members of USAFAC. This 
particular demonstration includes the firing of every current US 
field artillery weapon from the 105-mm howitzer to the Honest 
John missile, the demonstration of fixed wing and rotary wing 
aircraft fire-power and the massing of fire of about 80 guns. As 
many as 10,000people have been seated to watch the 2-hour fire- 
power demonstration. 

Any Australian soldier who hasn’t been exposed to an 
army so much larger than that of Australia’s, cannot fail to be 
overawed by the sheer size and complexity of Fort Sill. Although 
it  is not the largest military establishment in the USA, it is one of 
the largest. Few field artillerymen from any nation could fail 
to be impressed by much of what they would find at  Fort Sill. 
Judged by most criteria it is an impressive, modem military 
establishment. Happily, Fort Sill has retained a certain atmos- 
phere of the time it was a frontier post in the ‘Old West’ and has 
been able to maintain a most satisfying balance of modem tech- 
nology and part of America’s national heritage. [7 
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SINGAPORE: THE CHAIN OF DISASTER, y Major Gener: 
S. Woodburn Kirby. Cassell, London, 1971. 270 pp.. U.K. price 
c3.15p. 

Reviewed by Chaplain L. A. Barber, RNZIR, Singapore 

W A R came to Malaya on the 8th December 1941 when the 
first wave of Japanese troops landed at Kota Bharu and 

Japanese bombers attacked the undimmed lights of Singapore 
City. By the 15th February 1942 the Imperial Forces in Malaya 
-British, Malay, Indian and Australian -had been forced down 
the Malayan Peninsula into an area of only thirty square miles 
of Singapore City. On that day Lieutenant General A. E. Per-
cival. the General Officer Commanding Singapore, realistically 
acknowledging the depleted and exhausted state of his troops, 
aware that the city's water reserves would he exhausted within 
twenty-four hours, and haunted by the fact that one million 
Asians within his defences were a legitimate target for Japanese 
aircraft and artillery, surrendered his forces to Lieutenant Gene- 
ral T. Yamashita. 

In this carefully organized and well argued work the 
British official historian of the war against Japan discusses the 
chain of disaster that held as its last link Percival's capitulation. 
Woodburn Kirby begins with an assessment of the arguments 
set forward in 1921 in favour of Singapore rather than Sydney 
as the proposed Far East base for the Royal Navy. Within a 
clear chronological framework he relates how sentimental re- 
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liance on the League of Nations, reduction of defence expen- 
diture, the ‘Stop-Go-Stop’ policies of a succession of govern-
ments, together with inter-service rivalry, delayed the building 
of the Singapore Naval Base. The author pays close attention 
to the War Office’s failure to relate the defence of Singapore to 
that of the Malayan Peninsula and shows that as early as July 
1938 Major General William Dobbie, then General Officer Com- 
manding Singapore, warned the Chiefs of Staff of the danger of 
an attack on Singapore from the north subsequent to the invasion 
of the eastern coast of Johore. General Woodburn Kirby sup-
ports his argument that the War Office disregarded repeated 
warnings of the vulnerability of Singapore by noting that during 
the early 1930s the staff and students of the Imperial Defence 
College, London, conducted a series of war games based on a 
simulated Japanese invasion of Britain’s Far East. He observes 
that year after year the students, as a result of examining Japan- 
ese military history, came to the conclusion that Japan would 
attack without a previous declaration of war during the north- 
east monsoon and would effect a landing, or landings, well to 
the north of Singapore in southern Siam or northern Malaya, 
with the object of gaining control of existing airfields in those 
areas, and then advance southwards towards Singapore along 
the main road and railway. 

Of the personalities involved in leading a defence against 
the Japanese invasion only the Chief Engineer, Brigadier I. 
Simson, later Director of Singapore’s Civil Defence, emerges 
well. The Governor, Sir Shenton Thomas, is portrayed as an 
easily led civil servant who failed to appreciate the possibility 
of British Military defeat. Lieutenant General Percival’s failure 
to prepare defences in southern Malaya and northern Singapore 
is highlighted against the information that he was, as a colonel, 
Chief of Staff to Major General Dobbie at the time of the gene- 
ral’s warning to the Chiefs of Staff in July 1938. The Australian 
Major General H. Gordon Bennett is blamed for numerous tac- 
tical errors and especially for the unauthorized abandonment of 
the critical Jurong line on the 10th February 1942; an abandon- 
ment that forced Percival to surrender. Woodburn Kirby’s most 
pathetic etching is that of the 62 years old Commander-in-Chief, 
Far East, Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham, who 



I was so pleased to get the October 1971 number of 
the Army  Journal and to read in it the excellent review of my 
book, In This Sign Conquer, the Story of the Army Chaplains, 
by Major A. R. Howes. The book is still in print and you could 
get further copies from Richard Mulkem, A. R. Mowbray & CO 
Ltd, The Alden Press, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 OEG. 

807 Nelson House, Brigadier The Rt.  Hon. Sir John Smyth, 
Dolphin Square, B t . .  VC, MC. 0 
LONDON, SW. LV 3PA. 
Copies of this book are being obtained for the Army Library Service -Editor. 

Many, Many thanks for sending me the Army Journal 
No 270 for November 1971 in which I read the article ‘Quinn 
of Quinn’s Post’ by Colonel Argent. 

Naturally I was thrilled as  I was on Quinn’s right up to 
the morning of May 9th when I received a G.S.W. Rt Elbow and 
that meant ‘Finis’ to Gallipoli. 

Our Colonel at that time, now Major General J. H. Cannan 
Rtd, has asked me to obtain a copy for himself and I might tell 
you that I have requests from all who served a t  Quinns so 
wonder if it  would be possible to have a copy for General Cannan 
and a t  least two for our Angels Remembrance Club. 

We are indebted to Colonel Argent for his research work 
and for his graphic description of the ordeal of serving at Quinn’s 
Post. 
Hon. Secretary J .  J .  McDonald. 0 
Angels Remembrance Club 
15th Battalion A.I.F. 
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND 




