








48 ARMY JOURNAL 

Background 
T h e  Ibyal  hlilitarv College of Science is some 70 miles west 

of London in central Southern England. I t  is near the quiet little village 
of Shrivenham, has its own extensive married quarters for staff and 
students and is in the lee of the famous White Horse ancient monument. 

I t  is a large establishmcnt by our standards, having up to 400 
students on degree, Army staff or other military courscx. T h e  military 
approach to technical subjects and the presence of lieutenant-colonels DS 
on the stafl who are met in syndicate discussion pcrimls are about die 
only direct links with military life. Otherwise the style of learning 
is that of a university; civilian clothes are worn innst of the time, and 
every Wednesday afternoon is arailahle for whatever sport one chooses. 

As a matter of interest, the college houses the largest concentration 
of Australian Army officers outside the Commonwealth and South-
East Asia, with u p  to 24 officers attending various courses at any one time. 

Prior to 1965, the Army Staff Course was of two years duration, 
required higher entrance qualifications (thc rcader may recall the stiff 
entrance examinations held in May of each year as per the Promotion 
A l n n w l  Part 1) and studied subjects at a comparatively high level. 

Reorganization in that year created three separate Divisions of 
the Army Staff Course: 

Division 1- 12 mi)iiths at RRlCS commencing January each 
ycnr -degrre or diploma required. 

Division 11- 1 5  months a t  RRICS commencing September 
each year -certain military and academic requirements -mnre 
details later. 

Division 111-3 months at RhlCS commencing September 
each year. Can be considered a prelude to normal Staff Course 
and is not discussed further. 

After attendancc at cither of the thrcc divisions above, British 
oflicers normally go on to their 12 months Staff Course at Camberley, 
whilst Australian oficers. except thnse attending Division 1 1  1, would 
normally return to i\ustralia and either attend Staff College, Queenscliff, 
or take u p  Technical Staff Officer appointnwnts. 

Apart from the level of treatment, Iehich is naturally higher in 
Division I, the syllabus for Division 1 and 11 is the same and is of 12 
months duration, T h e  extra 3 months of Division 11 is spent in refresher 
academic learning to ensure that all the students have suficient skills 
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to carry out the later studies and are all of appruximately the same 
standard. 

Entrance Qualifications 
These. arc listed in hlBls but, in brief, all three courses rcquirc 

entrance tu Staff College qualifications as per Part 1 of the Prmiiotion 
I ~ ~ C I I Z I L R ~ .Recent students have shown that not having Corps 3 or Tac 3 
does not debar one's attendance. In addition the following acadcniic 
qualifications are required: 

0 Division I -Degree or diploma in rlcctrical, mechanical o r  
othcr science faculty. 

Division I I  -If you do nnt hold a degree or diploma then 
Division I is out. A s  the inajority of officers fall into this 
catrgory then Division 11 is next to be considered. Qualifications 
are not difficult, being rnughly matriculation passes in mathe- 
matics and science, or cquiralent. 

A s  all ofticcrs requirc the Leaving Certificate or equivalent 
for first promotion or appointment a little rxtra application 
can obtain the necessary IewIs if applicahlc. 

DIVISION I1 

As the majority of ullicers could be eligible for Division I1 training, 
and yet so little is known about the course by the averagc oflicer, it 
will be covered now in some derail. 

First Three Months 
T h e  first thrcc months, from September to Dccember, are spent 

i n  going back to schnol; the subjects covered vary from those requiring 
prior knnwledgc and familiarity t o  thuse requiring none and which 
are taught herc from first principlcs. 

Alathcmatics is naturally rovcred in some detail and comprises 
trigonometry. algrhra, and c~1cuIus. Physics and chemistry are next, 
fnlln\\,ed by mrch;~nics both static and dynamic -strength of materials~ 

and elementary ststistics. l'hc scope of each suhject and pre-coursc 
requirements and  r i d i n g  are shown in Table I. 

Instruction in these subjects is given by the civilian academic 
staff in thc morninys, with practical 1;lhoratory rxprrimcnts i n  t h r  
afternoons tn cnnsnlidate the theory already taught. I\mple precis cover 
most subjects and ale supported by text books supplicd. If furtlicr 
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reading is required the college has a first class and well stocked 
reference library. 

How difficult is it? This is a purely subjective question, but if 
one can pass mathematics and science at matriculation level and is 
prepared to spend, on the average, several hours each night consolidating 
the days learning, one should pass all examinations quite well. Very 
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little of the material i s  difficult to grasp. but like any university style 
approach to learning, the student must work in his own time to 
improve his skills. 

The Course Proper 
W e  havc looked at entrance qualifications, pre-course reading, and 

refresher training in the first threc months-now to the course proper. 

T h e  next 12 nionths see thc student engaged in discrete studies 
of the technical aspects of 10 major military subjects: 

NBC 3 weeks 
Elcctrical Power and Control 3 89 

Aerial Vehicles 2 8 )  

Tclecornmunications 5 39 

Weapons and Explosivcs 6 98 

Surveillance and Target Acquisition 4 2 8  

Aids to Decision Rlaking and Computers 4 f j  

Vehicles 7 *. 
Guided Weapnns and Free Flight Rockets 3 
Management 4 2 8  

What  i s  a discrete study? T o  put it another way-during each 
of the above 'modules', technical and military lectures are given by the 
civilian and niilitary staff, discussions are held on the technical and 
military aspccts to unite the two, practical cxperiments are done, visits 
are made ti) various establishments, and finally the student prcpares a 
paper to trct  his ability to realize the major technical and military 
factors involved. 

This year saw thc elimination of 'streaming' in which thc course 
was divided into two groups-one to conccntrate on weapons and 
vehiclcs and the othrr on telecommunicatinns and instrumentation. T h e  
introduction of the 'module' concept outlincd above nieans all students 
study thc subjects at thc same level. 

Leave i s  substantial throughout the course, making up for much 
'burning of the midnight oil'. There are 3 weeks in December/January, 
10 days at Easter and 7 wecks in Julv/August/Septeinber. T h e  latter 
period however is also the only time that the studcnt can really get 
to grips with his project. Each student c h m e s  from his own inclination, 
or a central list, a projcct study which i s  to be undertaken throughout 
the course. T h e  aim i s  to enahlc the student to study, in some depth, 
a project of his own selection. How much of the seven weeks i s  used 
by each student for this purpose is left to his own discretion but 
usually the major portion of it is required. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Division 11 Army Staff Course is therefore extrcmely inter-
esting and well within the grasp of the Duntroon graduate. T h e  Pnrtsca 
graduate, after some application to gain the extra qualilications, sliould 
do equally as well. 

T h e  course is nut a difficult one bccausc ii tcchnical staff' oflicer 
i s  not expected tn he a wizard with the slide rule and formulae. nor 
is lie expected tu create original designs. I~Iemust however be ablc to 
apply logic and have an understanding (if the technical and military 
factors in\dved to arrive at the hest decision and advice in any given 
situation. 

One  of the RMCS Iccturers put it this way: A Sheik left his 
oasis in the desert and wcnt to the nearest city to purchase sumctliing 
to kcep his water (among nther liquids) cold. I Ie  cunsulted a refrigcration 
engineer who sold him a hrand new shiny refrigerator. l'lrascd with 
his purchasc the Sheik rcturned to his camp, fillcd up  the refrigmitor 
and waited. After several days and no cold water lie examined the unit 
and for the first tinie nnticed a Icnd containing 3 wires with a plastic 
%pin plug at the end coming from it. Annoycd, he went back to the 
city where an clcctrical enginccr sold h im a gencrator to supply the 
electricity for the refrigerator, and a mechanical engineer sold I i i m  an 
engine, fuel tank and fuel to d r i w  the gcncratitr. Days later, having 
become hnred listming tn the exhaust of the motur, the whine nf the 
generator and the clanking of the refrigccratiir -and the copious quantities 
of cold water, he decided to visit a neighhiluring Sheik and tcII him 
of his gml fortune. 

On arrival tlicre, to his amazement, his fricnd also had a rcfrig-
erator, but n o  generator and no engine; just a fuel tank and copious 
supplies of cold water. Clearly the second Sheik had a thermal clement 
refrigerator and not an electrical one. 

Who therefore is to decide upon the best type of installation 
required! Each of the engineers consulted by the first Sheik acted in 
g i x d  faith, but only in his own limited field. Had the Sheik had a 
Technical Staff Officer on his staff then all would have been well. For 
such an officer knows the requirements of the user and the tcchnical 
aspects of the designer and supplier, and he can speak the language 
of both. 0 



THE ,\AIERICr\N PEOPLE AND CIIINA, by I\. T. Steele. 
(hIc(hwHil1 ,  1966, $2.45) 

R e i . i a i d  Ly M n j m  Al. A. Coirnt, R q n f  Airstrnfinn Arirrrnred COT~S,a 
cnndidntr nt the Azistrafian Stnf College, Qwenscfiff in 1968. Other 
re1rieu.s iitclirded nrc by fellou, oficcrc attending thc Stoff College diving 
the ymr. 

HOW the Americans sec and assess China should hc of particular interest 
to Australians bccause of our reliance on a continued ,\tiierican presence 
in Asia. This presence is likely to ceasc i f  the Americans think that in- 
volwiiicnt with China might becoinc t o ~costly. This bwk examines Sinw 
/\incricaii relations froin thc first trading contact in 1784 until 1964 when 
both countries wcrc in a state of hostile conlrmtation. T h e  author's private 
research and a survey conducted by the University C r E  Michigan Survey 
Rc.scarch Centre reveal a disparity of opinion between the American people 
on the one hand and the policy of Congress and the Administration on 
the iitlicr. T h e  author suggests two hasic reasons for this diffcring of 
opinion and suggests that the time has come for a change in American 
policy towards China. 

Infnrmation about China has always been scanty and biased. From 
thc exutic tales of the early missionaries, through the distortions of  the 
Kai-Sheks to the prcscnt dependence for news on refugees, carefully con- 
trollcil visiturs to China and the official Chinese news agencies. Amcricans 
have always sern China as an enigmatic country of extremes. 

The author further states that ignorance has been aggravated by fear. 
Chinese prowess in Korca, the survival and consolidation of the Com-' munist regime and the emergence of China as a nuclear power have all 
contributed to a hardening of American opinion and although opinions 
may differ they arc alwavs founded in emotion. 

Rl;iny r\nicric;ins favour ii gr;idual r:ipprwhemrnt \eith Chin;i. The 
author ex;imines the incrtia i n  the Congrcss and in thc RlcCarth?-scarred 
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State Department and decides that the time is ripe for a public re-appraisal 
of the official policy, as the pressures that hitherto prevented such discussion 
have eroded. 

Despite the statistical nature of the book the author's style is natural 
and easy to read-particularly his treatment of the historical background. 
T h e  tabulated results of the survey, sixty pages in all, are placed at the 
rear of the book so as not to delay the reader's progression. T h e  statistical 
basis of the survey i s  explained and appears to be valid. T h e  index is ade-
quate and a bibliography further aids the serious researchcr. 

MI Steele was a newspaper correspondent in China from 1932 until 
1950 and then spent mmt of the next decade in Asia working for the New 
York Herald Tribune. His bwk is sponsored by the Council on Foreign 
Relations, a non-profit organization which objectively studies American 
foreign policy and is financially backed by the Ford Foundation. 

T h e  American People and China i s  nut for light reading hut is 
rccommended to Army officers who wish to know why America continues 
to support the Taiwan regime and to pursue an instransigent policy towards 
China. T h e  book presents a lucid and objective summary of the prcrsures 
at work in the American community. 0 

MAFEKING: A VICTORIAN LEGEND, by Brian Gardner. 

(Cassell and Company Ltd., 1966, $4.80) 

Reviewed by Major R. J .  G. Hall,  R q a l  Australian .4r~rlorrred Corps 

IT seems to be the literary fashion today to denigrate generals and general- 
ship. T h e  casual reader of the dust jacket of Mafeking: A Victorian Legend 
could think that he had found another in-fashion book. 

Happily, in Rlr Brian Gardner, we have an author well known for 
his integrity and depth of research. His examination of many private 
papers, diaries and letters as well as War  Office material and press reports, 
results in a new and questioning look at the siege of Mafeking and its 
defender, Colonel Baden-Powell. 

T h i s  is a searching study of the flamboyant, witty and ambitious 
cavalry officer who took upon himself the defence of hlafcking for seven 
months during the South African War. 

The laconic messages over the regular telegraph circuit such as, 'All 
well. Four hours bombardment. O n e  dog killed', may have been the 
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reactions of a bored, well fed, six-day-a-week soldier, hut to the British 
public it w a s  obviously the pluck of a gallant Englishman. 

As the Boers’ lethargic attacks upon the garrison continued, but 
never with sullicient determination to cause Baden-Powell to abandon 
‘Sunday Sports’, hlafeking and its comniander assumed an importance and 
stature at homc, far exceeding the true state of affairs in South Africa. 
Press reports from Mafeking, carefully editcd by Baden-Powell himself, 
inspired the public to cven greater fever of excitement as the defenders 
reported upon ‘billiard tournaments, hahy shows and art exhibitions’. 

T h e  book recounts isolated instances of great gallantry by Baden- 
Powell’s officers, as well as disasters such as thc sortie upon Game Tree 
Fort, in which three Bocrs were killed for the loss of twenty-four British 
dead. Throughout the siege, Raden-Powell wanders alone jauntily whistl- 
ing jolly littlc airs, but contributing little to the military situation. 

Lady Sarah Wilson, the wife of a defender entertains royally in her 
spacious and well-appointed dug-out: whilst Emerson Neilly of the Pall 
Mall Gazette observes thc condition of thc South African in the garrison 

one of the m a t  heart-rending sights I have cver witnessed. Prob- 
ably hundreds died of starvation or disease that always accompany famine.’ 
To celebrate Christmas 1899-at thc Mafeking Hotel-the European de- 
fenders had a choice of eight joints, including ‘Tongue and Ham’, Roast 
Side of Lamb, and Sucking Pig and Apple Sauce.’ 

T h e  hystcrical acclaim with which the relief was grected in London 
was in sad contrast to thc cvcnts at the garrison, Baden-Powell’s brothcr, 
in the advance guard of the relief column, rude unchallengcd into the town 
to personally wake the sleeping commander. 

~ 

I f  Mr Gardner presents a startlingly different account of one of the 
great events of the South African War, it is one told with sympathy and 
understanding of the character of Baden-Pcwell and thc obsession in 
England at that time for public hero worship. T h e  style is objective and 
immensely readable, the story credible and absorbing. 

T h e  book is attractively produced arnd generously illustrated with 
forty-three photographs, m l y  two of which are irrelevant to the text. T h e  

’ three maps are clear and well placed. Both the bibliography and the 
index are prepared in considerahle dctail. 

For readers brought up  on a more heroic account of the siege this 
book is recommended as a stimulating re-examination. Those for whom 
Mafeking is only a name in a distant war could not wish to start with a 
better telling of the events or study of its famous defender. 0 
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HO CHI RllNH ON RE\’OLUTION; SEI.IXTtD WKI1’INC;S. 

1920-66, by Bernard R. Fall. (Pall Rla l l  Press, $7.80) 

Revieiwd by Major B. A. Murphy, IXoynl N e w  Zealand Artillery. 

W H A T  are North Vietnam’s motives for conducting the \\mar in the 
South? Is North Vietnam really seeking an honourahlc settlement to thc 
costly Vietnam war or is she using the Paris negotiations as a facade for a 
huge propaganda campaign, while she strengthens her forces in the South? 
I f  we are to assess the intentions of North Vietnam we need some undcr- 
standing of the charactcr of the country’s ancient and venerated leader, 
110 Chi Minli, who still holds thc balance of power in the Hanoi Covern- 
nient. But unlike China’s Ala,, Tsc-tong, €Io has done little to enlighten 
us of his persnnal aims and aspirations. i\s R l r  Fall p i n t s  ont i n  the i n t w  
ductiiin to his hook, 110 is a doer and not a philosopher and thus what hc 
has \vritten lias been produced in snpl’ort of some spccific event. 

In compiling his hook Rfr Fall lias drawn nn thc Selected W o r k s  of 
H o  Chi Rfinh, puhlishcd in Ilanoi bctwccn 1960 and 1962, and has added 
selections written between that tinie and the end of 1966. H c  has intrip 
duced the book with a short biography of Ho Chi  Rlinli and has included 
brief explanatory notcs with ninst of thc writings. T o  assist the reader 
Rlr Fall has arranged the rvritings chronologically and divided them intri 
five parts: 

I In Search of a Rlission (1920.24) 
I1 T h e  Comintern Way (1924-30) 

I11 Revolution and Lihcration War  (1930-54) 
IV Reconstruction and Errors (1954-60) 
V At W a r  /\rain (1960-66) 

Most of Ho’s works have been written to incite support for political 
activities and tend to be hcarilv dosed with communist propaganda. 
directed initially ayainst the French and latterly against the United States. 
But underlying the prnpaganda one can trace the dcvelopnicnt of his 
political ideas: thc h i r e  to rid the Vietnamcsc people of Frcnch colonial 
rule, the adoption of communism as a means to this end and his ;imhition 
t u  unify North and South Vietnam under communism. Ho’s genius lies 
in his ability to organi7.e and administer the Vietnamese people with a 
conihination of gentleness and ruthless brutality. These qualities are reprc- 
sented in his writing. His style is simple and direct. H e  is a master of the 
art of persuasion, often employing grisly descriptions of alleged ‘colonialist’ 
atrocities to illustrate his p i n t .  



T h c  objective, hut all-towbrief explanatory notes provided by Bernard 
Fall are of great assistance i n  interpreting the ivritings. Howerer, the 
reader niust still h a w  a fairly detailed knowlcdge of the recent history of 
Indo~Chinaif he is to gain any henefit frmn the hmk. It  is a great pity 
that Fall. who is recrigni7.ed as an authority nn I n d d % i n a ,  did not sce fit 
to eliminate sonic of  the repetitive srlrctions and give iiinre space tn des-
cription of the background against jvhich I In Chi Alinh was writing. 

110 Chi Minh on Reimlrrtion is not :in casy volunle to read hut the 
writings in it :ire ii direct expression of Ho's idcas and are thus some indica- 
tion ill his charactcr. Althougli it bchovcs us in thc Wcstern canip to try 
t n  understand I I ( 1  Chi Rlinh and his governinent onr should not tackle 
th is  volume withwt having acquired a fairly detailed knnrrledgr of the 
recent history of IndrrChina. 0 

ESCAL/\TION t\ND TI 1E NllCLEAR OPTION, by Bernard Brcdic. 

(Princetun University Press, IL166, $5.10) 

R c v i c i i d  by Alnjor S.Naiiil%rr, Alorarl~oI.i,<ht fnfnir t ry  of Indin 

DR Bernard Brmlic, formerly i if the graduate faculty of Yale University 
and suhsrqucntly a scninr staff inember id the Rand Corporation, is now a 
Profcssiir in International Relaticins in the Dcpiirtment of Political Science, 
Llnivcrsity of Citlifurnia, Los ,\ngclcs. 

I n  his hmk, Dr Rrodic attacks the arpiiinents atlwnccd in tlir LISA 
for building 111' ronvcntional forces as a 'suhstitute' for rcliance on nuclear 
weapons. t\sserting that thr LISA'.;reluctance to use or threaten to use its 
gigantic nuclear capahilitics had reduced the deterrrnt effect nf these, he 
stresses that tactinil nuclear weapons should he used primarily as a deter-
rrnt  and if they fail in that function, as a de-escalating device. 

Though, in the hook, the author has mainly conlined himsell to the 
situ:itiiin in Europe, with particular refrrrnce to NATO as it evolrrd and 
exists today. hr makes mention of the entry nf China into the nuclcar field 
and t l i r  probable rffrcts of this on the world situation. He dwells at con- 
sidcrahlc length on the fact that thc LISA and the LISS11 are ful ly aware 
tic the dangers of  escalation and which hotli are very keen t n  avoid; in 
support of this contrntion he cites n numbrr nf incidcnts over the last t\vo 
decades, particularly the 1948 Berlin blnckadr, the Korean War  and the 
Cuhan missile crisis of Octobcr 1962. 

The relative nuclear capabilities nf the LIS/\ ; ~ n dthc L lSS l l  are 
exariiind quite iihjectivrly. i\n assrsmcnt is also marlc of  the ;~ttitudcs of 
the present Russian lcadersliip, their pnssihlc intentions and likcly reac-
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tions in the context of conventional limited wars which may cscalate into 
a nuclear war. In  predicting the probabilities of uncontrolled escalation in 
the event of the outbreak of hostilities between either of the major Com- 
munist powen and the USA, the author presents some sample cases 
effectively. 

At the very outset he points out that although in 1952 he advocated 
limiting wars and avoiding tw exclusive a dependence on nuclear means 
of fighting, he has since revised his views on the subject. With this hack- 
ground he attempts to prcsent both sides of the argument on the suhjcct in 
his book. Whereas in the introduction he makes his point clcar, in chapters 
1 to 10 he takes the reader through a maze of arguments, countcr-argu- 
ments and repetitive statements which make difficult reading and leaves 
one wondering what the original theme \vas. It is only in thc final chapter 
that he manages to convey fairly lucidly what he set out to do. 

The book would probably be of use to the expert on politics or 
nuclear strategy or to students of this subject, but thc average Army reader 
would not find much of professional value in the book nor does it make 
interesting reading. 0 

SOUTH ASIA: A S H O R T  HISTORY, by Hugh Tinker, 

(F. W. Cheshire, 1966, $5.25) 

Reviewed b y  Major 1. S. Sinclair, Royal Corps of Australian Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers. 

AS professional soldiers, Asia-as the most likely area of opcrations-is 
of intense interest to all of us. Successful military planning and operations 
is dependent on our ability to understand and adapt to the Asian environ- 
ment -the whole environment -not just its climate and geography. 
hlarc Bloc, the great French historian, wrote, 'misunderstanding of thc 
present is the inevitable conscquence of ignorance of the past'. If our 
judgments are not to be prejudiced by our own upbringing and past, we 
require a greater understanding of Asia than can he achieved simply by 
a study of current affairs. 

The problem facing the student of Asia is not so much a lack of 
reliable material as the formidable range of aspects to he considered and 
related. Jawaharlal Nehru observed that South Asian history resembled 
'some ancient palimpsest on which layer upon layer of thought and 
reveries had been inscribed and yet no succeeding layer had conlpletely 
erased or hidden what had been written previously'. T h e  key tn under- 
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utilization of thcir gunships as close air support to the infantry rathcr than 
thcir being used in the classic air cavalry role. (The 3/17th Air Cavalry 

'Squadron, a 11 FFV unit, has its troops suballotted to d k ''isions on :I 
permanent basis bccause of their gunship capability rather than becausc of 
their reconnaissance capability.) A feasibility study on Air Cavalry 
Squadron operations undertaken by the G3 Plans Section of HQ 11 FFV 
in 1968 showed that effective and efficient armed air cavalry recmnaissancc 
operations could not be undertaken in thme areas of I11 Corps which 
included terrain and vegetation other than open paddy field. 

Surely the point of Colonel Argent's articlc is the Army's necd f o r  
helicoptcrs in a gunship rolc, a s  well as ohservation, command and control 
and lilt duties. 'l'his then is the basis of the airmobile conccpt rathcr 
than that of an  air cavalry concept. Experiencc shows that airmrihile 
operations, utilizing the wholc range oF the helicopter weapons system, 
is a concept of tactical thinking which is more than just a topical catcli- 
word. From the Australian Army's point of vicw i t  must emhracc t h r  
whole problem of a revolution in operational thinking, in techniques and  
techntilogy and in its tactical applications to operations in SoutbE;ist 
Asia. W e  must think around this problem; WC have to take into con- 
sideration its fringe area effccts, we have to extrapolate its technical and 
tactical implications during operations and grasp them realistically. 

So let us be realistic. Experience has shown that the airmobile in- 
fantry opcrations employing the wholc range of the hclicoptcr weapons 
system are morc economical and by far more efficient than Air Cavalry 
troop operations. Because of this, rather than talking of Lnnour Icaping 
to lose its chains' we should seriously consider thc nltcrnatii~e proposition 
of 'the army leaps to lose armour'. 

Army I leadquartcrs 
Canberra. 

h1ONTHI.Y AWARD 
The Board of Review has awarded the SI0 prkr fur tlw h r t  

oriainal article published in the &larch 1969 issue of the journal tu 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. Garland fnr his contribution 'Air Support 
at Unit Level'. 




