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Brigadier C. E. Cameron, Commander 8th Australian Infantry Brigade, shakes hands with Private C. Moe of 
the US Army-the first American lo link with the Australians of the 30th Battalion at the Yaut River, Yagomai. 

10 Februaw 1944. This meeting, near Saidor, marked the end of the Huon Peninsula campaign. 



Victory at Hue 

AATTV 

Introduction 

THE Ihttle for l l u 6  (30 January-25 1chru.lry 1968) h a s  k e n  
acclaimed a s  tlic greatest achievement hy the fighting n1c11of South 
Vietnam since the \var begin. 'I'liis artick., submitted hy thc Australian 
i\rmy Training Team (At\TTV) in Vietnam, descrihes the hattle ancl 
reflects the opinions of individual mcnihers of i \ / \TTV. They praise 
the South Vietnamese units, who fought with grrat tenacity and  won 
the major part of the victory. 

IluC: lies astride Route I .  d i i c l i  ,vas the main supply r ~ i ~ t efrom 
tlie United States hlarine Ciirlis (USAIC) hascs at 11;1 N a n g  and Phu  
Bai to the encircled outpost iit Klie Sinh .  IHuC is somc 60 miles suuth 
of the Ucmilitarizcd Zone (DRIZ), hxs a pnpul:ifiioii r i t  140,000 and is 
generally regarded as tlie culturnl a n d  intcllcctual c e n t r ~  of tlic Republic 
of Soutli \'ietnani. 

Within Hu;, on the north hank r i l  tlie Perfume River, are the 
thick-walled battlements of the Citadel o r  Imperial City of the ancient 
Eniperora of Vietnam, some of whom i irc huried there. The ramparts 
of the Citadel form a 2,500 metre square and consist of an iiiiter stnne 
wall thrrc metres thick and five metres high; separated fnmi a n  inner 
wall hy distances varying hetrvccn 15 iiictrcs t r r  75 metres. The area 
between tlic \valls is filled xvitli rarth and ruhhle. l l i c  1 t\R\'N (i\rmy of 
the Republic of Vietnam) Division \ m s  Irmted in Hut!. 

:\ crasefire bctween the opposing forces had gone intn etfect 
at 1800 huurs on 29 January 1968 for the let-Victnamesc lunar new 
year c.clrhration and several tliriiisand visitors hiid arrived i n  I Iut for 
the festival. Tlwt night, the Crimniunists staged their boldest military 
stroke nf the war, with well cwrirdinatcd attacks aslinst many of tlic cities 
in Soutli \'ietn;ini- hut I l u C  w a s  not m c  of them. HLY:IUSCOF thc 
\videspl-cad violations the South Victnaiiirse Gwcrnmcnt tcrmin;ited the 
Tet  cc;rscfire a t  0945 hours tlw f<ilIo!ving miming :ind tlic :irmy of the 
Republic uf Vietnmi w a s  alertcd. 

Allied ectini:itcs of the encmy sitiiiitiim prim to  31 J;inii;iry did 
not indicate their capability to launch :I cIivisi~in~11size nttiick against 
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Huk. Reports had been received of a ‘pre-Tet’ offensive hut the encmy 
had remained relatively inactive. It was considerd that any enemy 
nperations would be directed against Allicd forces along the DMZ south 
to  Highway 9, especially in western Quang-Tri Province at the USMC 
complex at Khe Sanh, where the enemy continued to exert pressure and 
reinforced his positions with artillery and some tanks. Khc Sanh \vas 
considered to  be the principal objective and the lines of communication 
through Phu Loc as a secondary target. Intelligence in the Ilu6 area 
pointed to the pmsihility of hattalian sizcd attacks on nutposts or sub-
sectnrs. There were no reliable indicators of a largc scale rcdcployment 
ut‘ cnemy forccs tuwards Hub. 

At the time eleven AATTV nicmbcrs were stationed in the 1luC: 
area, or were to  become involved in tlic battle. RZajor N. J. Wilson and  
WO E. B. Ostara were with the suhsector advisory team at Nam Ilrra. 
ahout cight miles south-west of the city. Three WOs were adi,isers with 
A R V N  battalions- WO1 RI. Evans \vith 2 Battalion 3 ARVN Regiment. 
WO2 A. L. Egan with 1 Battalion 3 AI lVN Regiment and WO2 D. K. 
McDonald with 4 nattalion 2 ARVN Regiment. Captain D. Campbcll 
was an operations staff officer in the Tactical Operatinns Centre (.TOCj 
of 1 AKVN Division, lccated in the northern corner of thc Citadel. WO2 
G. R. Snook was an adviser with 3 Troop 7 ARVN C a w l r y  Ikgiment. 
which was equipped with A11 13 armoured pcrsonnel carriers. WO2 7. 
J .  Egan was an adviser with 1 ARVN Division Reconnaissancc Company. 
WO2 R. D .  Ford, nornmally employed as an  adviser at the Long Tho 
Training Centre, was at the M A W  Compound in I 1 u C  to enjoy 11ic 
‘l’ct recess. WO2 B. J. Silk was advising the 21 Victn;iii~esc Ilangcr 
Battalion, which moved €rum Da Nang to I lue during the operations, 
and WO2 A. N .  l’nwell was a member of the Phong D e n  suhscctor 
advisory team, isulated for almost a mnntli at its headquarters on High\va)- 
1 inid-way between Hue and Quang-Tri. 

The First Phase 
WO2 T. J .  Egan and 36 men of the Division I\cconn;iiss;ince 

Company were on a river and area surveillance mission threc miles s w t l i ~  
west of Hut4 during the night of 30/31 January. At 2200 hours a Regional 
Force (RF) Company to their east was attacked by a large encmy forcc. 
WO2 Egan radioed enemy positions, strengths and mnvcments tu 11s I 
A R V N  Division as clcments of at least twn enemy b;lttalions mrncd past 
his position towards 11~16.(See Rlap I )  l h i s  report Eurnislicd tlic tirst 
definite warning of the impending hattlc. 

At 0340 hours on the 31st the enemy launched a rrrket, mortar 
and ground attack against HuC. A strong attack against the north-east 
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corner of the RlACV Compound was repelled by small arms tire. 
Approximately one hour later a second attack was mounted against the 
south-east corner but this was also repelled. At the same time the enemy 
moved two battalions into the Citadel towards HQ I ARVN Division. 
These battalions were the 800 Battalion and 804 Battalion of the 6 
Regiment of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA). As the 800 Xi'/\ 
Battalion approached Hub city airfield at 04M) hours it struck the I AKVN 
Division reaction force, the Hac  Ran or 'Black Panther' Company and 
was forced to niove south. At this time the 802 NVA Battalion penetrated 
the 1 ARVN Division compound and occupied the medical company 
cantonment area. T h e  Hac Uao Company was ordered to the compound 
and, assisted hy the headquarters clerks, drove out the enemy force. 

By first light the enemy held the Citadel, except for the 1 ARVN 
Division Compound, and had estahlished the 806 Battalion 6 NVA 
Regiment in a blucking pmition outside the north-west corner on Highway 
I .  T h e  Viet Cong flag u'as flying from the Citadel masthead. 

T o  the south, across the Perfume River, the MACV Compound had 
been attacked by clements of the 4 NVA Regiment, supported by rockets 
and murtar fire. An attack by 804 Battalion was repulscd with small 
arms fire and grenadcs. T h e  enemy had planned to destroy the compound 
with plastic explosives. 

Except for the twn main enemy ihjectives the North Vietnamese 
now controlled f IuP, and the Allied localities required reinforcement. 

Brigadicr General Ngc-Quang-Truong, the Commanding General of 
1 ARVN Division, ordered 3 ARVN Regiment, the Vietnamese 1 Air-
borne TF and 3 Troop 7 ARVN Cavalry Regiment to be moved tn the 
Citadel. T w o  coinpanics and four tanks from I Battalion 1 USRIC 
Regiment at  Phu  h i  were despatched as a reaction force. 

It is estimated that during 31 January two reinforced enemy 
regiments occupied Hub. Inside the Citadel were 800 Infantry Battalion 
and 802 Infantry Rattalion, reinforced hy 12 Sappcr Battalion and an 
unknown numher of suppurt coinpanics commanded by 6 NVA Regiment. 
Across the Perfume Riser to the south were elements of 4 NVA Regiment. 
T o  the east of the M A C 3  and Thua  Thien Compounds was the 804 
Infantry Rattalion, reinforced by elements of the 'COBe' Sapper Battalion, 
with a headquarters and mortars in the Stadium. To the west of Highway 
1 were elements uf the K4B Infantry Rattalion reinforced by newly 
infiltrated units whose size and strength were unknown. Enemy command 
p a t s  were helievrd tv he located in the Province Hospital, the Cathvlic 
Redemptionist Church and Rlission School. T h e  K4C Infantry Battalion 
was located south of the Phu Cam Canal, with the task of blocking Allied 
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reinforcements from the south. At least two local force companies \rere 
east of the city in delaying positions in the vicinity of Xuan-Ilua and 
Nhi-Dong. T h e  801 Infantry Rattalion u'as astridc thc lines of communi-
cation both north and south of the Perfume River to the suuth-west 
of the city. 

Order of battle estimates totalled some ten to twelve thousand 
enemy troops and at least 25 per cent of the estimated strength could hc 
used to reinforce the main forces. Reports were now received of pre-
positioned weapons, ammunition caches and guides and collaborators 
arsisting the enemy within the city. Students and left wing political and 
religious organizations were thought to he assisting the enemy as a fifth 
column. 

T h e  enemy was heavily committrd in Quang-Tri Province and along 
the DhlZ and it was not believed that VC/NVA reinforcements could 
be provided from the north without major redeployment of forces and a 
readjustment of priorities. 

The Reaction 

T w o  companies of I Uattalion I UShIC Regiment, with four tanks, 
moved nnrth froin Phu  Bai during the morning nf 31 January. The 
Rlarincs encountered I Ihttnlion 4 NV/\ Regiment at the An CUC 
Bridge on Highwiy 1, and again, only 700 metres south ~f the MACV 
Compound. Both marine companies reached the M A C V  Compound at 
1420 hours on the 31st. then crossed to the north side of the Perfume 
River and attempted to forcc an entry into the Citadel. T h e  marines could 
not dislodge the firmly dug  in enemy furce between the Citadel walls and 
returned to the hlACV Compound for the night. 

3 Troop 7 ARVN Cavalry Regiment. with WO2 Snook, was 
ordcrcd to move t n  the Citadel on thc morning of 31 January. At 0920 
hours the troop supporting the 7 Vietnamese Airborne Battalion left 
their base camp, 10 miles north of Hub, and moved south along Highway 
1. T h e  paratroopers moved on foot and were harassed by mortar fire and 
sniprrs. By midday they were Ivithin 1,ooO metres of the westcm comer 
of the Citadel when the column w a s  attacked while clearing a small 
village. T h e  7 Vietnamese Airborne Battalion and the troop werc forced 
to fall back and sulfered moderate casualties. T h e  force regrnuped and 
again attacked astridc the highway and railroad hut were repulsed by 
two NVA battalions dug  in at An-Thai. At 1500 hours a further attack 
was launched but was again halted when three M l l 3 s  werc disabled by 
rockcts. 
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2 Vietnamese Airborne Battalion moved forward from the Quang 
Dien subsector to assist in a concerted attack at 1825 hours. This was 
partially successful. T h e  two airborne battalions remained where they 
were and during the night the enemy troops withdrew tu thc Citadel. 
Throughout the night and the following morning efforts were concentrated 
on evacuating the large number of wounded paratroupers. T h e  limitcd 
number of helicopters available could not copc so the cavalry troop was 
used to move casualties acruss a temporary hridge into H u e  Hospital. 
This  relief forcc sustained 40 killed and 91 wounded during the 21-hour 
action but claimed 270 enemy killed and captured 96 weapons. Four 
of the 12 h1113s with the cavalry troop were destroyed. On the morning 
of 1 February the column reached I IQ I AHVN Division. 

On 31 January,  2 and 3 Battalions of 3 ARVN Regiment niovcd 
east along thc north hank of the Perfume River to the Citadel but could 
not gain entry. 2 Battalion, with WO1 Evans, made Iicavy cmtact with 
the enrmy and one cumpany hccame separated Erurn thr  battalion, which 
it did not rejoin for three \veeks. Aftcr several hrushes with the encniy 
the battalion reached the railway bridge ncar the south-west corner of 
the Citadel at 1700 hours on 1 February. 

1 and 4 Battalions of 3 AR\’N Regiment were on operations south- 
east nf H u t  when the Tet  olfensivc began. Both battalions were sur-
rounded and had to light thcir way hack to I I u t i  4 Battalion 3 ARVN 
Reginlent was engaged by an estimated NVA battalion and aftcr con-
tinuous fighting 170 men from the battalion r e a ~ l i ~ c ltlic MACV 
Compound on 4 February. On 1 Frhruary, 2 Airbornc Battalion and 
7 Airbornc Battalion, with elements of 3 ARVN Cavalry llcgimcnt and 
the I lac  Bao Company recaptured the airfield. On the same day unc 
half of 4 Battalion 2 ARVN Regiment was air-lifted from Dong H a  to 
the Citadel and depluyed south of ffQ 1 AR\’N Division. O n  the 2nd 
the rcmaindcr of 4 Battalion, 2 Company 1 Battalion 1 ARVN Regiment 
and 9 Vietnamese Airbornc Battalion were air-liftcd tu HQ 1 ARVN 
Division. T h e  paratroopers joined thcir sister units near the airticld. 
1 Battalion 3 i\RVN Regiment was dcployed along the north-wcst wall 
and 4 Battalion 2 ARVN Regiment was deployed along tlic eastern 
wall of the city. 

T h e  thrcc airborne hattalions were successful in the vicinity of 
the airfield and reported killing orer 200 enemy in the first few days. 
O n  4 February, 1 Rattalion 3 ARVN Reginlent captured the ,An Hoa 
gate on the north-cast wall and 2 Battalion 3 !\RVN Regiment 
attempted to capture the gate in tlic south-west wall. T h e  first attack 
was made after a preliminary air bombardment. Of the 10 men who 



succeeded in crossing the moat six became casualties. Fifteen men then 
managed to cross and place a ladder against the wall hut were drivcn 
hack. The  ladder against the \\.all encouraged them tn try again and a 
company attack was launched. Thirty men succccded in scaling the  
wall but i\,ithin a short while 24 had become casualties and the remainder 
were driven off. The gate was not captured until sonic days later. 

Casualty reports on 4 Fehruary advised that 693 enemy Iiad been 
killcd in the Citadel and to the north-west on Highway I .  

Dispositions of tlic opposing forces on 4 February are shown on 
hlap 2 :  

l ly  this day the intclligcncc staff had a fairly clear picturc of the 
enemy force. l'llcrc appeared tn be one regiment in  the Citadel, with 
its cnniniand post in the lmperial Palace; another reginlent w a s  dcployed 
along Higll\ray I .  11 third regiment with four hattalions and supporting 
arms was !vest nf I Iigh\wy 1. Within the Citadel it was heli 
t ivv reinforced ht ta l ions wcrc entrenched alnng the south wall and 
around the Impcrial Palace. T h e  third hattaliun \vas i n  pmitirin along 
the \vest \vall linking \vith the units to the north-\wst ut the Citadel. 
I t  appeared the cncmy \vere determined tu retain Hue f o r  a s  long as 
possible. 

The Recapture of the Citadel 
On 5 Fehrliary the Airborne TF w a s  rcdcploved alnng thc north- 

east wall and 4 Battalion 2 AIIVN Regiment occupied pusitions near the 
airfield. On the fullowing day 4 Battalion 2 ARVN Regiment fought 
its way to thc south-west wall. O n  the night of 6/7 February the enemy 
launched six attacks against this position and forced the dcfenders 
off the w i l l s .  l h c  4 Battalinn 2 ARVN Regiment fcll back and was 
reorganized near the southern end of the airficld. 

, \ Is0 on 5 Fcbruary 4 Battalion 3 ARVN Regiment crossed the 
Perfumc River and assaulted thc south gate of the Citadel seven times 
but could not breach the enemy delences. T h e  battalion then took u p  
a defcnsive position alongside two of its sister units from the 3 r\llVN 
Regiment ( 2  and 3 Battalions) just nutside the south-east wall along 
the Perfumc River. During the early morning nf the 7th encniy frogmen 
managed til dcmulisli the central span vf the Nguyeii Ilnang Bridge. 
the I;ist link from the Citadel to the southern portinn of the city. 

O n  7 February. being unable to  penetrate the Citadel from the 
south. 2, 3 a n d  4 Battalions of 3 ARVN Regiment were niiivcd by 
motori7ed junks tu H Q  1 ARVN Division, from where they dcployed 
tn the airfield on the 8th, thus relieving 4 Battalion 2 ARVN Ilegiment. 
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I I  VICTORY AT HUG 

Although 2 Troop 7 ARVN Cavalry Regiment had been ordered 
tu move from Quang T r i  to HuC Citadel on 3 February, the cavalry 
was not able to break cnntact and redeploy to HuC until the 6th. 
Escorted by a company from 1 Battalion 1 ARVN Regiment the column 
arrivcd a t  Hue  on the 7th where the t r w p  w a s  deployed on the airticld 
relieving 3 T r w p  7 ARVN Cavalry Regiment, n n u ~  down to three 
operational A1113s. 3 T r w p  withdrew to HQ 1 I\RVN Divisiun to 
regroup and pruvide security for the headquarters, 

Poor weather conditions during the first week of the battle had 
precluded the employment cif Allied close air support and had allowed 
the enemy to m o w  men a n d  supplies in and uut of the Citadel at will. 
During the period 7-12 February the enemy remained firmly entrenched 
within the city and effectively blocked the ARVN attempts to remove 
them. 

i\ company of marines from 1 Rattalion 5 LISAIC Regiment, rein- 
furccd u i th  five tanks, arrived water :it HQ 1 AIRVN Dirisiun on 
the night of 1 1  February. On the follow in^ day thc remainder of the 
batt:ilion arrived and rcliej.ed the ARVN i\irhorne TF in the south- 
cast portion of the Citadel. l’hc enemy were Iirmly entrenched in udl-
dclcndcd positions f o r  I ,OOO metres south tu the south-cast wall. These 
piisitions had t n  he clcared bousc bv house and block hy block. M48A3 
tmks  and ONlOS \vert used to demolish strong points. T h e  ONTOS 
is a USkIC light tr;icked whicle which muunts six 106 RCLs. Air 
strikes and artillery had railed to dislodge the enemy positions deep in 
the Citadel walls, and tlie tanks and ONTOS proved invaluablc in 
silcncing the fire positions. 

On the 12th elements uf Task Force Al fa  arrived from Saigon 
( I  Vietnamese Marine Rattalion and 5 Victnamcsc Marine Battalion). 
Both battalions, supported by six 105-mm howitzers, were deploved to 
the south-west portion of the city. T h e  battalions were ordered to swccp 
to thc south-east udl, some 1,ooO metres distant. T h e  Vietnamese Alarines 
lacked heavy direct fire jrcapons, particuliirly 106 RCLs, so that small, 
\rell-positioned enemy dctacliments were ahle to repeatedly hrild up 
conip;iny attacks. 

T h e  3 ARVN Rcgiment and 2 Trixip 7 / \RVN Cavalry Rcgimcnt 
kept pressure on the cncmy u u t  of the airficld; however, on 14 Fchruary 
the enemy broke out and encircled 1 Uattalim 3 ARVN Regiment in 
tlie western c ~ r n e r .The f.iac Ban Company, supported by the cavalry 
troop, joined u p  with 1 Rattalion 3 ARVN llcgimcnt on 16 February. 

O n  15 February the Cummanding Crneral 1 t\RVN Division, 
to ccrordinate the mnvement and support nf units deployed in the 
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attack on the Citadel, divided the city into six Areas of Operations 
(AOs). O n  the same day the Vietnamese marines continued to move 
along the south-west wall, killing 39 enemy and capturing a scliool-
house containing a large cache of weapons and ammunition one hlock 
from thc Imperial Palace. 

O n  I6 Fehruary the 4 Vietnamese Alarine Battaliun arrivcd and was 
deployed the following day with the task OF clearing the south-west 
wall of the Citadel from the west corner. This battalion mct strong 
resistance and after two days fighting gained only 400 metres. 

O n  18 February 1 ARVN Division Reconnaissance Company and 
the I l ac  Bao Company moved to the right nf the LISAlC units along 
the north-east wall of the Palace and 4 Vietnamese Marine Rattalion 
moord to join the I’ietnamese marine units in the siiuth-west corner 
for another attack on the south-west wall. 

O n  the same day the US marines moved to witliiti one hlock 
of the south-cast wall and on the 221111, using their tanks and ONTOS 
vehicles, rcached the w a l l  with 2 Battalion 3 ARVN Regiment on their 
right flank. 

During 21 Fcbruary 1 US Air Cavalry Div is i~~n launched four 
battalions on a sweep through the La Chu  area threc miles to tlie 
north-wcst uf the Citadel, killing 41 enemy and capturing 23 weapons. 

At 0630 hours on the 22nd the enemy mountcd an  attack through 
the south-west iva11 against 3 ARVN Regiment and the 4 and 5 
Battalions nf the Vietnamese marines. After two hours oF defensive 
artillery firc the attack ceased and a counter-attack hy the Vietnamese 
resulted in 200 enemy killed and many weapons captured. 

T h e  21 and 39 ARVN Ranger Battalions landed hy watcr outside 
the north-east wall on the 22nd and cleared the large island east of the 
city. They  met only light to moderate resistance during the subsequent 
three-day operation. 

O n  the night of the 23rd the enemy launched an attack, supported 
by mortars and rockets, in the western area of thc city. ARVN artillery 
replied and hy daylight the attack had ceased. During the same night 
2 Battalion 3 ARVN Regiment mountcd a raid along the south-east 
wall and captured the area of the main flag pole. At 0500 hours on 
24 February the Viet Cong flag, which had flrnvn for 24 days, xvas 
replaced h? the flag of the Republic nF Vietnam, 

At 0730 hours 3 ARVN Regiment, supported by 2 Troop i , \RVN 
Cavalry Regiment, reached the southwest w a l l  and reorganized on the 
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wall by 1025 hours. 161 enemy bodies were counted, inany having 
k e n  killed hy the intense artillery fire during the night. 

T h e  2 Battalion 3 ARVN Regiment and the Ilac tlao Company 
tvere immediatcly ordered to capture the Palace. Entering it at 1515 
hours they secured the objective by 1700 hours after light rcsistance. 
By nightfall Vietnamese marines reached the soutli-west wall and the  
last stronghold in the city fell at 0500 hours on 25 February after 
artillery concentrations ere adjusted on to the south-east corner. T h e  
Citadcl had been cleared and \vas secure. 

Four battalions from 1 US Air Cavalry Divisivn xvcrc well-
positioned to block the withdrawing enemy and thesc tronps killed 152 
enemy at La C h u  and to the west of the Citadel. 

Nguyen Van Thieu, the President of South Vietnam, Hew into 
HQ 1 ARVN Division on 25 February 1968 to congratulate General 
Truong on his victory. President Thieu, who had at one time bcen a 
Commanding General nf I ARVN Division, praised the units involved 
in the operation. Intelligence estimated that sixteen battalions, or two 
divisions of the North Vietnamcsc Army, were committed against MuC. 

Dispositions of Sorccs in the final phase are shown in hlap 3. 

Behind the Scenes 

Until 8 February 1968 when the first Landing Craft Utility (LCU) 
landed from Da Nang the supply situation was precarious, particularly 
iis additional ARVN trmips m u \ d  into the Citadel. When thc water 
route was established sufficient stockpiles of supplies were cnllected to 
support the eight ARVN battalions. 3,530 tons, or 85 pc'r cent of all 
supplies, were transported hy water. Isolated ARVN units outside t h e  
Citadel, however, remaincd short of supplies throughout the battle 
hecause nf transportation prohlenis. Units adjacent to US Forces received 
sufficient supplies, including 105-1nm amnlunition, from LIS sources. 

hlotor transport throughout was completely disrupted as the only 
twn bridges over the Perlumc l l i vc r  wcre destroyed by 7 February. 
Supplies were moved by water on LCUs to the Ban Vinh landing but 
not until 8 February. T h e  boats also pro\,ided a vital link between the 
forces south OF the river and the Citadel. T h e  enemy attempted to 
iriterilict the river but because of helicopter gunship and patrol boat 
escnrts they succeeded only in r~casionally slowing trafic. T h e  movement 
of supplies and troops continucd at the LCU ramp on the south side of 
the river despite heavy enemy lire from the Citadel walls. During the 
battle two boats were sunk and many others damaged. 
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Of the nine H-34 Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) helicopters 
available sewn were destroyed. T h e  remaining two provided a limited 
capability fur the resupply of ARVN artillery positions and isolated 
outposts. Llntil 8 Fcbruary innst resupply w a s  accomplished by LISMC 
aircraft, which pruvided support throughout the battle. Advcrsc weather 
and heavy cncniy ground fire made aerial resupply undependable and 
the Nam I l n a  subsector and 1 ARVN Engineers, for instance, were 
not resupplied until 17 February. Transportation was a limiting factor 
in the deployment cif troops and resupplying units and, in consequence, 
the ARVN capahility was considerably reduced. 

Neither the 1 i\RVN Division in Hue nor the many scattered 
units could have survived without US assistance. T h e  extremely limited 
resources available in the advisory organization could tint cnpe with 
problems of this magnitude. 

ARVN infantry and airborne units and Vietnamese marine corps 
units did nnt have the heaiy direct fire umpons  needed fnr successful 
operations in built-ul> areas. 105-nim howitzers. mortars, and light infantry 
weapons were not powerful enough t u  destroy enemy pnsitiuns in 
masonry structures and earthworks and this lack of suitable firepower 
resulted in he;iry casualties during the opcrations. 

O n  31 January the 1 LIS Air Cavalry Division and Task Force 
Xray arrived in the Hue! Thua  Thien area. T h e  close liaison and support 
that had existed hetween the 3 USMC Division at Phu  Hai and the 
I ARVN Division had not been achieved with the newly-arrived units 
and, in the early stages, this hindered rapid ctwrdination of operations. 

T h e  initial mission and the Tactical Area of Operations (TAOR) 
of the 1 LIS Air Cavalry Division proved unsatisfactory because it pre- 
cluded the cavaln division from clusing on the enemy supply route to 
the Citadel through the west wall. T h e  enemy used the area between 
the cavalry division's T A O R  and the I'crfume River to resupply his 
troops and evacuate his casualties from the Citadel. When the cavalry's 
area of operations was extended to the Perfume River and the western 
wall of the Citadel un 21 Fcbruary the mcmy's main supply route 
w a s  cut, causing a rapid deterinratinn i n  his ahility to continue offensive 
operations. Allied Forces werc then able tu take the initiative from thc 
enemy in the Citadel. 

Prior to the Tet offensive the 1 ARVN Division had telephone 
and radio commonications with its suhurdinate units and with 1 I\RVN 
Corps. T h e  division never lost radio contact with its units or with corps. 
However, cnrlv on 31 January the cable frnm Division to the T h u a  
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Thien  Sector Communications Centre on the south side of the Perfume 
River was cut. This  meant all telephone communications were lust 
until 9 February when a VIW radio link was installed to connect the 
division to the Sector Communication Centre. 

As a result, advisers at Division did not have access to telephonc 
or teletype facilities and all commufiications were conducted via tactical 
radio. Radio contact was maintained with advisers in subordinate units 
hut not with I Corps Advisory Group because of radio range limitations. 
Contact with I Corps Advisory Group was possible only by tactical radio 
to  the  RIACV Compound, then relay by telephone or teletype. This  
arrangement effectively prohibited the transmission of long or classilied 
messages. A VHF link was installed at Division on 15  Fehruary and a 
teletype facility was added on thc 22nd. 

As the H u i  battle develriped it hecame impossible fnr the advisory 
organization to crmrdinate thc many competing demands for air and 
artillery support in the restricted area of operations where ARVN, 
Vietnamese marine, US army and LISMC units were engaged. A central 
cvordinating agency with poujcr to enforce co-ordination MYIS eventually 
established at HQ 1 A N N  Division by RIACV (For\\,ard). 

Seasonal weather, characterized by rain and low ceiling, prevented 
employment of tixed-wing tactical aircraft, except for short periods of 
time on a few days. Couplrd with the enemy’s strong anti-aircraft 
resources it also severely limited the use of helicopters for resupply, 
medical evacuation, t rwp  inovcnient and escort of river traftic. 

Civil affairs and psychological warfare played little part in the 
battle since most of thc agencies had heen overrun or neutralized during 
the first twenty-four hours of the attack. A system of makeshift refugee 
centres was organized on 3 Fehruary and psychological warfare began 
with IeaHet drops and air hroadcasts on the 15th. In  gcncral, few civilians 
offered information, hut some refugees brought in timely and accurate 
information of the enemy’s composition, dispositions and strength. 

T h e  enemy employed two confirmed new wrcapons during the battle, 
a 60-mm mortar round with CS gas of medium strength and persistency 
and a 2 0 m m  Vulcan gun used in hoth the ground and /\A rule, This  
multi-barrelled weapon was apparently taken off a downed U S  aircraft. 
During the battle 122-mm ruckets were used for the first time in the 
T h u a  Thien Sector. 

During the pre-Tet pcriud there were n o  indications uf the enemy’s 
intentions to launch a major attack on Huh. Reports did indicate the 
possibility of harassment of cities; however, m a t  intelligence indicated 
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that outposts and district headquarters would be the principal targets 
of enemy action. A s  a result of the general situation the 1 ARVN 
Division and hlACV elements increased security measures and  the 
division was put on alert on 30 January. These steps prevented disaster 
but could not defeat the major attack that took place. 

ARVN units continued to he an  effective lighting force throughout 
the battle, despite losses which reduced sornc hattaliuns to less than 
150 men available for iiperations. 

Thc location 06 the 1 ARVN Divisivn Advisory Team in the hIAC\' 
Compound, south (if the Perfume River, prevented really effective advisory 
support kcause  the initial enemy attack confined the advisers in the 
compound, except for a skeleton staff on duty at the headquarters of 
the divisiun. Major adviser communications ue re  located in the coni- 
pound and were not available at HQ 1 ARVN Dirision even when the 
adviser staff was incrcascd there, and approximately half of the advisers 
had to he retained i n  the compound to provide for its defence. 

In Retrospect 
R l a n y  of the lessons learnt during the Battle of I Iui. arc applicable 

to other battles \vhich tnok place in Victnani during the Te t  offensive. 
Mon-cvcr, the Ilattlc of I lu& \vas unique in that i t  was here that the 
N\';\ and Viet Cong achieved their grcatest suc and also s u h c d  
thcir grcutcst del'ceat of the offensive. I t  was a victory for the enemy in 
that they IVCTC ahle tu sustain a foothuld for 25 days. l ' h c  psychological 
effects of this fcat on the South Vietnamese and on the world was 
significant and the cncmy undoubtedly demonstratrd a capacity with 
which they had nut previously bcen credited. On the other hand few 
people outside Vietnam realized that the recapture of HuC was w r y  
much a Vietnamese feat ol- arms, for relatively few US units were 
intimately involved. T h e  battle was fought under General Trunng's 
coninxnxl and the Vietnamese suldicrs and marines fought well. 

' I hc  attack \vas a tactical surprise, despite the knnwledge of an 
impending offensive, and the \yarning given by tlw attacks on nthcr 
cities which had hcgun trvcnty-hiur hours before. Alan? people in the 
city knew of the imprnding attack but no warning rcachcd the Govern-
ment (GVN) forces. This is understand;~blc to a degree when one CUII- 
sidevs thc vengeance which was mrtcd nut to the G V N  supporters by 
the Vict Cong. Their atrwities lvere undoubtedly aimed at terrorizing 
the populace and ensuring their tileit, if  not active, support. 

nlmt estimates of the enemy's capahilities were sadly astray; for 
apart from indicating the enemy's lack of intent tu attack Hut4 few 
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believed he  had the capacity. On 30 January five regiments were known 
to be within a night's march of Hue. I t  is interesting to note that hlajor 
Peter Badcoe V C  wrote in April 1967, a few days before he was 
killed . . . 'I consider that we are losing ground in T h u a  Thien at 
present. The enemy has one division in the Ashau-A L i d  valley 
and has the  capability to take Phu Bai or H u e  for a limited pr iod .  T h e  
declared Vict Cong intention is the systematic destruction of the District 
Headquarters, Revolutionary Development (RD) hamlets and govern-
ment outposts.' H o w  little the situation had changed in thc intervening 
ten months. 

Apart from the US Air Cavalry Division which arrived at Camp 
Evans (25 miles north of Hub) a few days before Tet  our own forces 
were in circumstances similar to when Major Badcoe wrote his repurt -
widely dispersed, defending numerous outposts and protecting KD 
centres, with only two companies available as an  immediate reaction 
force. Wha t  better time to attack than at Te t  when thc whole ciiuntry 
was on holiday. And what bcttcr place to attack and hold than the 
ancient capital of Vietnam -Hue. 

Stemming from the underestimation uf the enemy's capabilities 
little had k e n  dune to defend the city of H u e  or key points within it, 
though in fairness the same could be said for many othcr cities i n  the 
country. T h c  h lACV Compound and the adjacent Thua  Thien Sector 
HQ were fortunate to survive and the divisional headquarters was only 
saved by the Hac  Bao company, the divisional reaction fnrce. T h e  
lesson w a s  quickly learnt and never again will key points such as these 
be found so poorly defended. 

A difficult prublcni and one which has still not been coniplctely 
solved is the command structure. Firstly, the HQ 1 ARVN Division 
and the MACV Compound where the advisers live and where thc main 
advisory communications are located, are separated hy the Perfume 
River. Consequently the divisional advisers in the MACV Compound 
at the start of the battle were isolated and were unable to carry out 
their normal duties for some days. Fortunately the Thua  Thien Sector 
headquarters is adjacent to the M A C V  Compound and the sector 
advisers were able to uork at the sector headquarters. Sector exercised 
little control w e r  the battle although they retained command of all the 
Regional Force (RF) and Popular Force (PF) outposts. T h e  hattle in 
the city was General Truong's responsibility but he was considerably 
hampered in obtaining fire support and in cwordinating operations by 
the lack of advisers with suitable communications- the normal means 
of obtaining US support. T h e  few advisers, including Captain D. 
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Campbell, who were in the headquarters at the beginning of the attack 
were on almost continunus duty for days. T o  avoid a repetition of this 
situation it is essential that advisory teams live lvith the headquarters 
to which they are attached and that their cnmmunications are at the 
same location. 

l ' h e  Australian achisers were almust unanimous in stating that the 
greatest problem they encuuntered in the initial stage of the battle was 
the brcakdnwn in command and communications. Cnmmand nets were 
clogged with administrative traffic, such as requests for medevacs, and, 
as WO Evans points out, a separate frequency should have been 
provided. T h e  advisers found that most of their rcliablc information 
was gained from their Victnamese counterparts, through the ARVN 
communications. 

It was not until 15 February that Ceneral Truong established 
six clcar i\Os within the Citadel. Although HQ 1 ARVN Division 
reacted as quickly as pussible and rapidly concentratcd all available 
forces in the city 1 Corps reaction was much slo\zcr. Air cavalry was 
virtually uncommitted until 21 February when a brigade was deplnyed 
on the cncmy lines of communication west nf Hue. Reasons for 
this were duc prohahly til the fact that they had only arrived in the  
area at the end of January 1968; thc need to retain a mobile reserve; 
and the plan for G V N  troops to conduct the city fighting, with LIS 
troops fighting in the open country. 

T h e  ARVN logistic organization was unable to cope with the 
requirements of the battle and resupply ceased completely in some cases. 
For example, WO Evans' battalion had no resupply of food from 28 
January to 14 February. T h e  advisers with the battalion were fed by 
the battalion from a supply nf food it  w a s  ahle to forage. T h e  ammunition 
shortage in some cases became critical. WO Power, who was at Phong 
Dien District headquarters. reported that a PF platimn defending the 
Kern I3ridjie on Ilighwny 1 was forced to withdraw after running out 
of aniniunition. T h e  enemy destroyed the bridge. 

One of the outstanding features of the battle was the fighting 
spirit, courage and determination of the Vietnamese soldiers. WO Terry 
Egan praises the 36 men of the Reconnaissance Company who fought 
their !ray hack to Hid  as heing 'skilful and steady'. They accounted 
for 37 enemy dead for a Ims uf 11 of their own men. WO Ford quotes 
the story of a Vietnamesc forward ohserver who, when asked by a 
battalion commander to  destroy a particular house in which the enemy 
were entrenched replied, 'Yes, I know it well'. He destroyed the house- 



20 ARMY JOURNAL 

his own home. WO Snook praised the ARVN cavalry, which had only 
four of its 12 M113s left after six days of fighting. 

T h e  morale of the Vietnamese soldiers was high. Rlost of the 
advisers quoted examples of soldiers rejoining their units from Tet leave 
as quickly as they could and to do so some had to travel through enemy 
controlled territory. T h e  battalions of the I ARVN Division suffered 
heavilv and their strengths at the end of the hattle averaged about 
130 men. 

During the  battle 938 civilians were killed, 770 wounded and 261 
were listed as missing. Mass graves uncovered around Hue have yielded 
many bodies of soldiers and civilians, some of whom had been bound 
with wire and either shot or buried alive. In the village of N a m  Hoa 
hlajors N. Wilson and 1. Porteous and WO Ostara wcre in charge of 
the  exhumation of the bodies of 43 civilians and found that a further 
68 pcople were missing from the villagc complex. I n  Hue,  10,000 homes 
were dainagcd in the hattle and 40,000 peoplc were made homeless. 
T h e  G V N  reacted quickly and with US financial and material assistance 
relief soon came. Flying over Hue now the gleaming new roofs clearly 
show the areas which had becn the scene of the battle. 

Reforc T e t  in 1968 many of the people did not feel involved in 
the  war. It is apparent now that they feel open hostility to the Viet 
Cong who despoiled the sacred festivities of Te t  and invaded their 
historic city. [7 

Let us be clear about three facts. First. all battler and all wars 
are won in the end by the infantryman. Secondly, the infantryman 
always bears the brunt. His casualties are heavier, bc sufieerr greater 
extremes of discomfort and fatigue than the other arms. Thirdly, the 
art of the infantryman is less stereooped and far harder to acquire 
in malern war than that of an? other arm. 

-Field hlarrhal Lord Wavell. 



Armour leaps 

to lose its Chains 

Thou shalt not parr hy me, lest 
I come out against thce with a sword. 

Numbers 2n:ix 

TIIEY kept looking for the enemy and now they h a d  turned away 
and were flying h e n  the side of the hill to the valley below; next 
a l tnos t  hovering over a spot nherc  a track just slimred through the 
canopy, the hranchcs and leaves dancing in the rotor downwash; then 3 

~>edal turn to tlie right and a flight 0rc1 the river only trro hundred 
y r d s  to the s(iuth. i\lways witcliing and looking through the Eoliagc 
n r  h a t  hiire fnr  sonic tiiorenwnt, smlcthing that \\':IS not there hclorc. 
l'hcrc Evere cight spider holes under that bank )rsterd;ty, how niany 
tod:iy? !\re these Frchh foot prints on tlie path? \Vondcr n.hy those boats 
are on the other side of the river this morning? Like :I shadow a l m ~ ~ s t ,  
the second helicopter, two Iiundred nr so feet highrr and slightly behind 
roll,~\vrd,protecting and assisting the reconnaissanm with more eyes, 
niorc radios and mother machine-gun. 

There w a s  nnthing dramatic ahnut the first clue hccause a piece 
of black signal Ivire is tint, in itself, unusual. But it \vas unusual ti) 
src it  in an empty, half-burnt out village. l h i s  required a closer rccoii-
naihsance and after a brief exchange between pilots the low aircraft 
drscendcd helrnr p l i n  tree level. M'raving in and iiut and around 
obstacles the pilnt ;ind his observer kcpt looking. 

T h e  rrire W:IS ahout five y r d s  long and m e  end w a s  attached to 
:I hamboo pole, the trtlier ran sIant~\vise intu the grniind. T h e  vill:iyc 

~~ 
~~ 

I ie,,tr~~rn,~t-CuloneIArrent errlisted i>t the A.I.F. iw  1945. I , ,  19-18 he plmdtmiqrl 
from the Royal hlilitery College and was allotted to I n f m t r y .  After seriirce t,t 

japntl and Korea with 3 R A R  he completed n Flying Inrrncciorr Cmrrre in the U . K .  
'l'ljir was fullowcd by service with DAOlt Germany. Front 1958 to 1962 he held 
flying appointments irr Asmalia a d  qualified at the Airrtralian Staff College. 
Service with 2 RAR ond 3 R A R  in Awimlia, Alalayn anrl Borneo followed, theti 
(I staff appointment in A H Q  Canberra. At present he is  attnclied to AAS Il'srhi,ty-
ton os E c h a w ~ eOfFeer (Flying). 



22 ARRIY JOURNAL 

seemed deserted and the only thing that moved was some bluc ziuuke 
from a burning hut. 

T h e n  it happened. T h e  enemy opened fire on the buzzing gadlly. 
T h e  rounds hit the armour plating under the pilot's seat at almo5t 90 

degrees' hut  other than the normal fright to pilot and observer there 
was n o  damage. Rut those few rounds meant doom to the enemy there 
and disruption (a5 it was later learned) to a long planned attack on 
the ..... th Brigade base. 

It took only minutes for the gunships ('Charlie' model HtIeys) to 
arrive. One of the scout hclicopters (an OH-13 Sioux) dropped yellow 
smoke almmt through the entrance of the hole from where thc fire 
had come. T h e  light fire team (two Hueys) fired rockets and machine- 

> In this particular case the armour plate was not quite secured and could move 
in the vertical plane. The resultant thump in the seat of the pants, split seconds 
before the reports of the shots, would arouse even the most torpid of aviators. 
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guns into the area and under this cn~erfive ‘Delta’ mndcl Hueys, each 
carrying six nr seven men, landed on the next rice padi on the sheltered 
side. T h e  troopers moved towards thc smouldering huts and began 
searching. They were in constant contact with the s c u m  and the gun- 
ships and so began a week’s battle which w\.ould evcntiially involve tlie 
wholc of the US Brigade. T h e  succcss of the operation was due, in 
the main, to the men mho saw the tirst clue and whnse gunships and 
troops were there so quickly that the cnemy never rcally had time to 
react or alter his plans. T h e  men and machines werc from a n  air 
cavalry troop. 

Air Cavalry Troop, Cavalry Squadron F e .  
US Army Airmobile Division 

Troou HQ 

2 command and control 
utility helicopterSF 

Avition Section hintenonce Section 

I I I 
Scout Platoon Weapons Ratoon Rifle Ratoon 

(28 men) (31men) (55men) 
(10 light observation (10 utility attack (5 utility helicopters) 

helicopters) helicopters) 
Total Troop strength: 152 011 ranks, 27aircraft. 
“!Command and control (CondC) helicopters are fitted out wi th 
addition01 radios, to be used by commanders, staff officers, artill- 
ery officers etc. For example, the ANlASC 6 fitted to  some C 
and C aircraft consists of two ARC 44 or 54 (VHF FM), ARC 51 
(UHF)or ARC 73 (VHF) ond the control heod for :he aircraft's 
ARC 102 (HF SSB). Later m d e k  have voice security equipment. 
US Army Air Cavalry 

‘Slic air cavalry arc the eyes of thc CIS Army di\,ision and brigade 
conilii:indcrs in Vietnam, but in fact they are merely doing w h a t  armour 
l o r  c w a l r y )  has always h e  nr tried tu do in war tn recunn~itre.  l‘o~ 

Iind tlic enemy, by fighting if necessary; manwuvrc ;incl ihen destroy 
him. with or without the aid of othcrs. T h e  air cara l ry  units in Vietnam 
are organized tu do this and use aircraft merely as a vehicle or weapons 
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platform to achieve their aim. For exaniplc, the air cavalry troop shown 
in  Figure 1, which is equivalent in numbers and command to our 
ground armoured or reconnaissance squadron, consists of: 

0 Troop Headquarters with two command and control Hucys. 

0 Scout Platoon of ten Sioux helicopters. These aircraft are being 
replaced by the OH-hA. For ease of reference over the radio 
the  platoon is called 'White'. 

0 Weapon Platoon of ten I~lueys( U I I - 1 R  or UI~I-IC) which 
are now being replaced by the Iluey Cobra-the AH-IG. 
T h e  platoon is called 'Rcd'. 

0 A Rifle Platoon, including hclimpter crcws, nf 55 men and 
five troop carrying Ilucys. This  platoon is called 'Blue'. 

Some of tlic more important featurcs of the LIS Armfs air cavalry 
units ate best summarized as follow: 

T h e  must striking fcaturrs arc those which are almost taken 
for granted -Rcxibility, mobility and firepower. These things 
are there hecaiisc the aircraft, weapons and men arc  there all 
the time and arc utterly rcspunsive to the air ca\alry comii~ander 
and formation commander. 

0 Cnxl conimonicati~ins. Without good UHF nr \'HF radio the 
aircraft may as well stay on the ground. 

0 Airmohilc divisions Iiarc organic air c:ivaIry squadrons (three 
air cavalry troops) and other divisions one air cavalry troop. 
a subuni t  of the amnured cavalry squadron. l h c  organizatiuns 
of hoth troops arc almost idcntical but in infantn. divisions 
thc platoons arc called 'acrorille' 'aeroscout' and 'aeroweapons'. 

Air Cavalry Squadrons may also be Cuund as Corps or Arm! 
troops. 

0 Aircraft, \\'capons, a\,ionics and vehicle maintenance begins at 
organizational lercl i.e., within the air cavalry troop. The nest 
cchelon or lcvcl uf maintcnance involves thc wnrkshops of the 
Transportation Corps e.g. ,  Rlaintcnancc Battalion. 

0 T h e  crcw chief system is used-that is, a man is allwated 
an  aircraft to maintain and what he can and can't do to kccp 
that machine flying is clcarly laid down by Department of 
Army. In aircraft such at tlic UH-1 he is also one uf the tlvo 
door-gunners. 
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0 By establishment an air cavalry squadron (760 men, 88 aircraft), 
is commanded by a lieutenant colonel; an air cavalry t r m p  hy 
a major; a platoon hy a captain. 

0 Logistics must be good hccause. if nnthinp clsc, helicopters 
are thirsty machines (one LIH-1 consuiiies about 450-500 
pounds per hour-about 60 imperial gallons). I n  addition 
to the ever present problem of spare parts f i x  aircraft, the 
diffcrcnt types of ammunition (grenades, rockcts, smoke, si i ial l  
iirnis, anti-tank missiles) can pose supply pruhlcms. 

What's in it for the Australian Army? 

That  \\re are weak in u l > - t d a t e  reconnaissancc (and surreillancc) 
techniques and equipments is unfortunately truc and needs n o  further 
amplificatiun. An equally critical lack or 'gap' (to use the present 
fashionable word) is our inability to develop or explnit a situation to 
our advmtagc hy moving troops and firepmrer quickly. Reconnaissance 
and surveillancr. firepoivcr, niiihility and flexibility arc some of the 
charactrristics ;ind rolcs of m n o u r  hut over the rcccnt !cars they havc 
bern ahle til i l r i  little abirut tliciii mxinly because of thc  places xvherc \vc 
h,ir-e chosen tu fight and hrcausc nur  equipnicnts h ; ~ wnnt heen relatrd 
to the task. But thcre is no time like n(iw tu brc:ik thcsr man-made hol>blcs 
and for thc Royal Australi:in Ariiiirurcd Cc~rpsto r ep in  its rightful 
placc in the ordcr of battle. 

Proposal 

AIy pruposal is that one of the squadrons (if tlir Divisional Cavalry 
Regiment should be an A i r  Cavalry Squadron and i n  outline the unit 
would look Iikc this: 

Figure 2. A Proposed Cavalry Regiment, RAAC 

Regimental HQ 
I 

HQSqn Cav Sqn Air Cdv Sqn Cav ' ~ q n
I 

Air Recce Tp Air Sp Tp Assault Tp 

Alore detail of the A i r  Cavalry Squadron is shown in Figure 
3 (ncrlc:if. 
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Fqure 3 Pmwsed Organization of an Air Cavalry Sqn, 
COMlrv Reaiment. RAAC 

HQAir av Sqn 
(29 all ranks) 
( 2 command and control 

helicopters)i

I I 

, I ! 
Air Re& Tp W i e k c e  TP 

(22 all ranks) (15 011 ronks)
(9 light observation (1utility

helicopters! helicopter)
Air Sp Tp Assault Tp 

(28 oll ronks) (57 all ranks) 
(7 armed utility (6 utility 

helicopters) helicopters) 

Total Sqn strength: 151 a l l  ranks. 

Explanatory Notes 
ConinianJ and control. T h e  squndrrm cnmmander, naturally. 
works to his regimental headquarters where his colonel is 
responsible to the divisional commander for close and ~iiediuin 
reconnaissance and for surveillance. 

0 Role of Air Cavalry Syn. Its job is to get information, i f  nccc3-
sary by fighting to get it, and to take any immediate ad\.antage 
that this information may offer. Ohviously its small numbcr 
of helicopters limits its actions to initial exploitation. Develop-
ment of the situation and folluw u p  will, of course, he done 
by the infantry. 

Squadron Headyuarters. Consists of the normal command ( in-
cluding an  operations section), mcdical and administrative 
elements. T h e  only new faccs are those who make u p  thc 
aircraft crews. It almost goes without saying that all the 
officers are aviators. 

0 Liplkt ohsenutim helicopters. These can either he the familiar 
Bell 47 model-the Sioux-or one of the small turbine air-
craft such as the Hughes OFMA or the Bell OH-%A. For the 
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reconnaissance role, at the t ime CIF writ ing. there is very l i t t le  
diference in any of the types. I IoLrerer, for fur l  considerations 
i t  i r o u l d  be better i f  a l l  aircraft ivere turbine po~rcred. 

Gunship of the Weapons Platoon. Air Cavalry Troop. This 'Huey' I S  

equipped with the M-5 system -150 40-mm grenades. The launcher 
can elevate 15 degrees, depress 35 degrees and traverse 60 degrees
left and right. Other armed helicopters may be equipped with rockets 

and machine-guns. 

0 Air Support Troop. At t l ie  moment there arc t w o  main coli-
tenders-tl ic UFI-IC (the Hue? Gunship) and the  I Iuey 
Cohra. Pcrsiinally I prefer the LIH-IC bcc;lusr it costs less. 
hut more important than this i t  Carries four  pairs of eycs. 
t\vo of rvl i ich look out  to r i t l i c r  flank. I n  tlie Hue? Cohra 
hoth pairs look ahead. 

0 A.isoiilt Troop. At first sight i t  serins cxccssivcly large. Ho\v-
t'ver, 24 nf its 57 men arc aircwiv and for administrative con-
veniencc held against Trtxq HQ st rength The hest aircraft 
for this troop i s  the UII- I l l  or L I F I - 1 1 1 .  thc latter llucy 
l i a r ing  a more powerfu l  cngine. 
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0 Maintenance Troop. This troop holds the helicopter mechanics, 
armourers, radio mechanics, electricians. vehiclc mcchanics and 
the supenrising NCOs. In  the diagrams 1 have included the 
crew chiefs- 25 of them- in thc various suh-units. 

0 The aircraft. Thcy must be on thc unit's cquipment tablc. 
0 The aircrews. Idcally they should comc from the Rt\r\C: or 

ha re  had prer,ious cxperience in armoured units. Thc majority 
of utility hclicopter aviators should be NCOs. 

.."*."... , 
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! 
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'11s . / 1 / / / 1  1'1, 
'Blue' about to land. These UH-1D aircraft are from t h e  Rifle Platoon 
of an Air Cavalry Troop. There are three Air  Cavalry Troops in a 
US Army Airmobile Division; one in an infan!ry division. In areas 
of high temperatures the UH-1D aircraft load is seven Australian 

troops. 
0 Tiiiiings. Expericnw has shown that it takes a little ovcr 14 

months, from the beginning, to ficld an air cavalry squadron 
ready for war. Onc  must assume that sub-tinit leaders hmc 
already had arinourcd training and that there is a cadre of 
helicopter mcchanics. 

0 The cost. In the proposed squadron there arc 9 light observation 
helicopters and 16 utility helicopters. For training and spares 
these numbers should he increased to 12 and 20 respectively. 
O n  present costs, with spare parts, thc bill \vnuld come to 
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$8.2 million. Other cxpcnscs, such as overseas training would 
incrcasc this amount to, say, $8.5 million. Ohviously i E  we 
used nur present Bell 'Sioux' the initial cost would he that 
much the less. IIuwever, n u  matter hnw the figures come 
out tfic complete air cavalry squadron costs the ~\t tstr~iIi~tn 
taxpayer lcss than one F-111. 

Conclusion 

The 1911-18 W a r  saw the cal-dry (including the ;\n7.ac Al(iuntcd 
Regiment) in Francc \\siting for that hrr;th~through that n e v u  came; 
much ncarcr humc and in more recent tirncs wc h a w  seen highlv-
trained and dedicated crcws waiting a n d  waiting while thc \\ws passed 
them by. But now the vehicles and \'capons are here and 1111 lunger 
should the mcn of t h i s  Corps be chained to the tyranny of terrain. 0 



As a Senior NCO sees It 

FOREWORD 

Recently Sergeant AJajor Joliii G. Stepanek, o 2Fj.enr referan sen+g 
with .llniitterinnce T m i n i q  Drprtruent,  Ariny Trnrisportntion School, 
Fort E m t i s ,  l’ir,qinia, was iiwitrd to address n class of Basic Officer 
Cmirse grrrdzcntes at the s c l ~ ~ ~ l .llis words of friendl? advice are so 
appropriate tlznt I nni i imkiq this rostniiii a~~nilnhlr, io bring Scrgmnt 
Slepnnek’s remarks to an ,\riii~yit~ideandience. 

W i l l i a m  0. \Yooldridge 
Sergeant hlnjor of the Army 

Gcntlcmen: 

I fccl :I tinge nf r egm that I am not young enough to be sitting 
out thcrc :IS one of you. Ynu hare so many years uf challenge and 
adwiiturc to look forw;ird tu. 30 many of these years are now 
bchind me. 

Soon you will meet your platoon sergeants, yuur first sergeants, 
your scrgeanrs major, your other noncommissiuned officers and p u r  
troops. Wha t  do ~ v cexpect irum ynu as officers, commanders, leadcrs? 

M’e expect of yo11 unassailable personal integrity and the highest 
of ni(ira1s. IVe expect you tu maintain the highest state of personal 
appe:trance. [\’e exprct y u  tu be fair- to he ~(rnsistent-to h x e  
dignity. hut lint aloofness -to h a w  compassinn a n d  :tnclcrstanding- to 
treat each soldier as an i n d i ~ i d u a l ,Irith individual prublems. 

And w e  expect you to Iiarc courage-thc cuurage of your coli- 
victims -the couragc to stand u p  and be counted -to defend your 
men whrn  thcy have followed your orders, even \vlicn your orders wcre 
in c r r o -  to assunie the hlainc when you arc wrong. 

W e  expect you to stick out your chin and say, ‘This man is worthy 
of promotion, and I want him promoted.’ And we expect you to h a w  
e w n  greatcr courage and say, ‘This man is not qualified and he  will 
he promoted over my dead hody!’ Gentlemen, I implore you do not 
promote a man because he is a nice guy, bccausc he has a wife and 
five kids, hecause h e  has money problems, because he has a bar bill. 

Reprinted from the August 1967 issue of Army Dipet .  the Official hlaxazinc of 
the U.S. Department nf the Army. 
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If he is not capable of performing the duties of his grade, do not do 
him and us the injustice of advancing him in grade. When  he leaves 
p i ,  or you leave him, he becomes someone else's problem! 

Gentlemen, we expect you to hare courage in the face nl danger. 
hlany of you  will soon he in Victn;lm \vhcrc there are no safe r e x  
cchelnns. During yni r  tour, npportunitirs \vi11 arise for you t o  displa! 
Ipersonal courage oncl  leadership. Oppwtonitics could arise from which 
you may emerge a s  hcroes. r\ hero is ;in individual \r,ho is faced with a n  
undesirahlc situation ;incl employs tvliat r nicans at his rlisposal t o  

make the situation tenahle or to nullify or negate it. 

Do not display rccklcssncss and exposc yourself and your men to 
unnecessary risks that will reduce their nurnial chances (if survival. 
This will only shake their confidence in your judgment. 

Non. gentlemen, yuu knuw what we expect from you. Wha t  can 
you expect From US? 

From :I fc\v of LIS, you c m  expect antagonism, a 'prove !ourself' 
attitude. 

From a few of us \\.]io had thc uppurtunity to be olliccrs, and 
didn't have the guts and motivation to accept the challenge, you can 
cxpect ICSCllt lllellt . 

From a Fen, of us old timers, you can expect tolerance 

But from nimt of us you can expect loyalty to your position, 
devotion to our cause, admiration fur your honest efforts-ccouragc to 
match yorrr courage, guts tn match ywrr guts-endurance to match ymnrr 
endurance -motivation to match ymrr niotiwtion -esprit to match 
ymrr esprit -a desire For achievement to match your dcsirc for 
achievement. 

You can expect a love of God, a love of country, and 3 love of 
duty  to match ymir love of God, ywrr love of country, and ymrr love 
<IC duty. 

\Ye won't mind the heat if you s\veat with us. We won't mind 
the cold if you shiver with u s .  And when our cigarettes are gone, wc 
won't mind quitting smoking after p r r  cigarettes are gone. 

And if the niission requires, we will stnriii the very gates of hell, 
right behind you! 

Gentlemen, you don't accept us: \ye were here first. W c  accept 
you, and when we rln, you'll know. W e  won't heat drums, ware  Rags, 
or carr!- you olf the drill field on our  shouldcrs. But, maybe at a 
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company party, we’ll raise a canteen cup of beer and say, ‘Licutcnant, 
you’re O.K.’ Just like that. 

Remember one thing. Vcry few noncommissioned officers were 
awardcd stripes without showing somebody somcthing, sometime, some- 
where. I F  your platwin sergeant is mediocre, if he is slow tn assume 
responsibility, if he shies away frnm you, mayhe sometime not t m  long 
ago someone refused to trust him, someone failed to  support his 
decisions. someonc shot him down when he  was right. Internal wounds 
heal slowly; internal scars fade morc slowly. 

Your orders appointing you as officers in thc United States Army 
appointed you to command. No orders, no letters, no insignia or rank 
can appoint you as leaders. Leadcrship is an intangible thing; Icaders 
are made, they are not born. Lcadcrship is developed within yoursclvcs. 

You do not wcar leadership on your slcc\w, on your shoulders, 
on your c a p  or on your calling cards. Be you lieutenants or generals, 
we’re the guys you’ve got to convince and we’ll meet you murc than 
Ilalf\%~ay. 

You arc Icaders in an Army in which Lye have served for so many 
years, and you will help us defend the country we have loved for so 
many years. 

1 wish ym1 happiness, luck a n d  success in the exciting and 
challcnging years that lic ahead. 

I\lay G ~ ~ I  nbless 

GRADUATES O F  PORTSFA 

Four mcmhcrs of the Paritic Irlancl Rrfiirnent have remurned IO  
the Territory alter completin * their COU~SCSat the Ollicer Cadet Traiw 
inr: Schuul. I‘mtsea, Austraha. The frrur are 2/Lt Lima Datama, 
2/Lt Gago Rlamac, 2/Lt Tom Puang and 2/Lt John Sanawe. 

-I k p t .  c i f  External Territories Papua mid 
&“ew ( X n e a  Seu&tler. 23 January 1969. 



A Good Day to Die 

-225 June  1876 

Alajor Al. I. Ilynrr 
R o p l  Airstmlim Infantry 

1 H E  detour froin Yellowstone National Park north and east to  the 
Black llills country is not a long one as distances go in America's West  
and many tourists. dra\!.n hy the folk-legends of the area, take it. It is 
only when you arrive at the Littlc Big Horn Valley that you realize 
you have been on a pilgrimage of sorts and a journey in time, for the 
years have nut touchcd this country and it remains much the same now 
as it \vas on the day it leapt into what passes lor history. 

Thc B d c  of the Little Big Horn has been the subject of a dozen 
jokes, a hundred legcnds and tcn times as many Iics in the ninety-odd 
ycars sincc i t  \ vas  fought; and hoth sides deserved better-the Indians 
lighting lor thcir land, thcir liouics and thcir racial existence and the 
7th Cavalry,  spearhead (il an unjust, ill-formed and built-ridden national 
policy. This highrratcr mark in the Amcrican~lndians fight for survival 
had to conic eventually; in coming when and where it did, it provides 
the itudcnt of military history wi th  a near-classic example of how the 
personality of a cummandcr can drtrririine the course and result of 
il hattlc. 

Gcurge Armstrong Custcr (or rather, his Hollywood image) has 
become a folk-ligure down thc ycars since his death, and 'Custer's 
Stand' is forcvcr dominated in the public mind by the tall figure in  
fringed buckskins, golden locks streaming in the wind, fighting tn the 
last lvith sahre and guidon in hand, going down alone before Indians 
trcachcruusly armcd with repeating rillcs by venal squawmen. An 
ciamination of thc available facts reveals a notahle example of 'gilding 
the lily'-the hair and buckskins the hallmlirks of a 'flamboyantly 
egotistical cgoccntric', his personal history a sorry record of broken trusts, 
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murder charges, courts martial and an almost frantic searching after 
past glories. 

Custer graduated from West Point in 1861 at the bottom of liis 
class, his record endorsed, 'Regardless of discipline or regulations'. His 
graduation w a s  conferred only because the Civil War then raging had 
so depleted ofticer ranks that 'fillers' were in high demand, and whatever 
misgivings his instructors may have had were cloubtlcss dispelled hy the 
possibly apocryphal comment that 'this gamecock wvn't last long'. 

Almost immediately, the legend of 'Custer's 1.uck' was born. A 
fortunate series of staff postings and field commands was accompanicd 
by an equally fortunate series of notable successes. Custcr's reckless 
personal bravery and the savage discipline !IC impvsed n n  his troops 
rapidly won him the notice of his superiors: brevetted brigadier-general 
in June of 1863, he rose from ADC on a remnte headquartcrs to command 
of a crack hlichigan cavalry regiment. IIis personal lcadcrship at 
Gettysburg \vas such that he had eleven horses shot from under him 
in  three days, and in October 1864 he became the youngest hrevetted 
major-general i n  the Union armies -the 'Boy General', aged 25. Before 
the final surrender at Appomattox, Custer brashly infringed the truce 
line by riding into the Confederate lines demanding the surrender of 
General James Longstreet, the Rebel cavalry commander. Dismissed with 
a contemptuous 'Bubby, get home or get shut', he soothed his ruffled 
feathers by making off with the marble-topped table on which Lee 
signed the formal surrender. 

Wi th  few friends among his former commanders. Custcr suffcrcd a 
galling reversion tn his suhstanti\v rank OS Lieutenant-Colonel during the 
Army retrenchment of 1866, folloiving crssatiiin of hostilities. H r  w a s  
posted to an  obscure cavalry command in the South West, there to 
languish through a wearying period of minor skirmishing with the 
Cheyennes, apparently doomed tn fade quietly into obscurity. T h e  only 
people who took real note of the man during these middle years of his 
career were the Indians-the savagery of his little actions on the 
Washita River line caused them to design a special trophy for the hrave 
who killed him -a buckskin-and-hmp device featuring a central inutif 
of a red hand and a black heart. 

During Custer's skirmishes on the IVashita he made his first 
excursion towards infamy. Caught i n  a surldcn rally hy embattled 
Cheyennes his reginient's flanks were threatened and !IC \vithdrcir., Ica\inq 
a Rfajor Elliot and his understrength company to COIU the withdra\val. 
Since Custer's plan made no provision for support OS this rearguard and, 
once clear, he  made no effort to extricate them, the? were surroundmi 
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and wiped out to the last man. The bitterness arising from this episode 
revealed other deficiencies in his unit and a hastily-convened court 
martial in July 1867 found Custer guilty on seven charges, including 
'open disobedience of orders, deserting his command in hostile country, 
shooting enlisted nien for minor infractions of regulations, and refusing 
medical aid to soldier casualties who were then abandoned and left to 
die.' T h e  sentence was surprisingly light- a mere reprimand. T h e  
subsequent Board nf Review expressed its dissatisfaction with this leniency 
in a scathing judgcmcnt and recomnicndrd a retrial on a charge of niurclrr. 
Howerer, a local magistrate, anticipating this result, issued a civil warrant 
for a murder trial and in the protracted legal battle over jurisdictions and 
authorities which ensued Custer went unapprchcndcd and uncharged. 
'Custcr's Luck' seemed alive again. 

America's luck was not. Wcakcncd by war in the East, her 
depleted frontier forccs had fought ti series of losing campaigns against 
ever~strrngthening Inclian resistancc of the drift i v i~ twf i rd  Fought to  ;I 

standstill, and not yet profiting from the end of the Civil M'ar, the LIS 
Army \vas forccd on 6 November 1868 to sign at Firrt l.;ir,iinic the first i iod  

only peace treaty dictated on the ternis of an enemy who had beaten 
them in their own country. The Sioux Nation fnrcrd the destruction 
of Army forts, a total withdrawal of troops, and the ceding of perpetual 
rights to a Sioux resenmion totalling half the state of South Dakota, 
'for as long as the grass shall grow'. But although the humiliating pcacc 
was signed and in effect, d a t i o n  of the agreed borders was an almost 
daily occurrence; violations by both sides gave rise to reprisal and counter- 
reprisal, and there were few places in the Dakotas where a man could 
he sure of his scalp. 

T h e  winter of 1874 was a long and hard one, more than usually 
boring for the snowbound garrison troops of Fort Lincoln. \rhere C u s t ~ r  
reigned as commander of the 7th Cavalry Regiment. I lis organintion 
of a protracted hunting and exploring trip in early spring was wclcomcd 
by all with a glee which took n o  heed of the fact that its planned route 
placcd it in direct violation of thc spirit and thc lettcr of the 1868 
Treaty. During July and August of 1874 Custer led a motley collection 
of jaded officers, bored troopers and unwashed prospectors in a !vide 
sweep through Indian territory. Earl! i n  August. aftrr a prospecting 
side trip accompanied hy his civili;in hangers-on (including the inevitable 
newspaperman), Custer blew the lid off the frontier kettle with the 
well-publicized statement that 'The Illack I Iills country is gold from 
the grass-roots down'-that same grass whose Rrmvth was to  have 
determined the duration of Indian tenure. 
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By the time Custer's party had cleaned the dust from their saddles 
the rush was on. Frontier violations escalated almost overnight, Sioux 
war-parties killed, or were killed by prospectors and their protecting 
soldiers, and within weeks the smouldering peace was gone. Custer 
was almost directly responsible for the twenty-live-year long Indian war 
which followed. 

Washington, either unable or unwilling to commit itself to support 
or discouragement of the inevitable empireacquiring Westward Side, 
faced this fresh war with the Sioux nation and its Cheyenne allies with 
an army tempered by war, qu ipped  with the hest the factories of the 
North had to offer, and commanded by a leavening of combat veterans 
who, if not.widely experienced in frontier warfare, at least had nothing 
to fear from 'a parcel of blanket-wrapped savages'. 

These same savages (who had been earlier described by General 
Philip Sheridan as 'the finest light cavalry in the world') were not averse 
to war either. Although armed only with primitive weapons (for the 
repeaters of legend were acquired only nfrer the Little Big I-lorn Battle) 
they were experts in their use; a merely average Sioux bowman could 
flight six arrows before the firskfired hit ground. Even above the kill 
they valued the coup-the bold courageous gesture in the face of death. 
So highly rated was such an act as striking an ,enemy with bow .or 
hand in a skirmish, and living to boast of it, that even to count second 
or third coup by hitting some other warrior's victim was not scorned. 
T h e  Indian was an intensely individual fighter, who could decline battle 
without shame simply because the mood was not on him, or his 'medicine' 
not strong, or ride alone to gallant death in the happy belief that this 
was his day. Since the 1868 treaty he  had seen the white man's word 
broken time without number; the tributary food allotments promised 
under the treaty were seldom received and rarely edible; the resultant 
hunting parties were harried by soldiers enforcing a border they them- 
selves would not observe; the gold-grubbers daily incursions \,,ere fouling 
their rivers and driving off the buffalo. Their response was both savage 
and general, bas$ on the belief that they were absolutely in the right 
to defend land sworn before God to be theirs-which, OF course, they 
were. 

Against this army of individuals, the i\merican government threw 
a force geared to a crushing campaign of extermination, committed to 
massive manoeuvre and encirclement aimed at bringing the Indian to 
battle only when the full technological might of the white man could 
bc employed against him. But against an enetiiy adept a t  ambush, who 
knew his battleground intimately, Gatlings and artillery \\,ere of little 
use, and the primary problem became to find, isolate, contain - a n d  1 
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destroy a mobile and elusive enemy. T h e  parallel with today’s operations 
is obvious; the solution proposed ninety years ago was the colwiin system, 
of converging independent colunins on ceordinated timetables, gradually 
crushing the Indians in a central vice. Far-ranging scouts and patrols 
flanking each column would, in theory, provide early intelligence, restrict 
Indian mobility within the area contained, and channel the hostilcs into 
the killing ground a t  the point of convergence. Such a campaign was 
planned for the siiinnier of 1876. 

Brigadier-General Terry’s colunin from Fort Abraham Lincoln, 
including Custer’s 7th, was to strike south and west into R4ontana. 

Colonel Gibbon’s column from Fort Ellis, moving in from the west, 
should join him almost concurrently with- the arrival of Crook‘s from 
the south, in the area between the Big Horn and Tongue Rivers, 
traditionally a Sioux hunting and camping area. Their co-ordinated 
movements were to begin in March 1876 but were delayed by bad 
weathcr. 

Custer, embroiled once more in serious trouble, was in danger of 
being left-out-of-battle, Even before his provocative 1874 moves he  had 
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again aroused the anger of his supcriors by involvement in a long series 
of political intrigues, culminating in an ill-judgcd and abortive attempt 
to bring about the impeachment of President Grant's Secretary of War .  
Grant, an old cncmy, relieved him of his command and ordered him 
to Washington to defend himself. Hcre he languished until 2 May 
1876 when Grant nominated another officer to command the 7th in 
Terry's impending campaign. Without further ceremony Custer bolted 
west, tn be arrested in Chicago on the joint orders of Sheridan and 
Grant. By a direct appeal to Gencral Sherman (his only friend in high 
places) Custer sccured a grudging postponement of his hearing, and 
even more grudging pcrinission to return to Fort Lincoln, but 'on n o  
account, and under no circumstances, to accompany . . . the expedition 
against the Sioux undcr Terry'. Once back at Lincoln, Custer besieged 
the harassed Terry with requests for an endorsemcnt to his appeal against 

' th is .  rcstriction and the wretched miln Iinally yielded --'a decision 1 
rcgretted at once, and a thousand times since'. Grant, too, yielded- 
perhaps swayed by thc incvitable. IHe left the decision to Terry, as 
commander in tlic field, but with a firm injunction to ' . . . prevent him 
again attempting to throw discrcdit on his profession and his brother 
officers , . . advise him to be prudent, to take with him no ncwspapernien, 
and to abstain from pcsonalities in the future.' Tcrry's column marched 
out of Fort .Lincoln on 7 May 1876. A t  thc hcad of the 7th Cavalry 
rode Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. Custer-.and two reporters. 

This  thcn was the man who was to lcad the 7th to its death-'the 
Boy GCnCrdl' who was no longer boy or general; balding, affected by a 
squint, smarting under the tonguc lashings he had received in Washing- 
ton, determined to restorc his lost prestige and regain past glory. His  
image was tarnishing; the man was a walking paradox -courage beyond 
measurc, a sparkling sense of humour, impctuous and imperious, wantonly 
brutal in a time \\,hen such things were scarcely noticed, by his own 
cstimate 'superior to normal mankind', hc  was the strictest of disciplin- 
arians, with none himself. H c  was hated by those below him as hcartily 
as by thme above, and his fc\v friends formed an isolatcd family-and- 
ally cliqiic within the rcgiment. T h e  officers were divided, the troopers 
mostly half-trained recruits, the regiment lacking in mutual trust. Custer 
ncedcd a triumph badly: 'Custer's Luck' had got him this far, now it 
must be ever-present. So thc band played 'Garry Owen', the wind snappcd 
in thc guidons, and the 7th Cavalry marched forth to battle. 

T h e  march north and \vest was uneventful and on 9 June Tcrry's 
column Iinkcd with Gibbons' as planned, west of the Big Horn River. 
T h c  timctablc of the co-ordinated iiinve had becn adhcred to but of 
Crook's column there was no sign. Doam river Crook was in trouble. 
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His push north had taken him along the line of march of the 
tribes moving u p  to  the Yellowstone for the annual summer hunting 
season. W h a t  was not realized then, or in fact until after the campaign, 
was that this particular tribal re-union was unique in its size. Under 
the imminent threat of war, and following on two successive hitter 
winters, tlie Sioux and their Cheyenne allies were on the move, not as 
scattered tribes, but as a nation. Between twelve and fifteen thousand 
Indians, the  biggest concentration in history, were moving into the Big 
Horn country. Their twenty thousand horses, foraging far and wide, 
created a daily feeding problem for the seven tribes in the area, which 
contributed to their defence. T h e  closely guarded horse herds, grazing 
ever further out from thc canip sites, actually constituted a simple early 
warning system or screen, to supplement the conventional scouts and 
patrols despatched by each encampment. 

Crook's force had several minor brushes with such scouting and 
foraging parties and it was obvious long before he neared the Yellow- 
stone rendezvous that tactical surprise was lost. Slowed by his adminis- 
trative elements he  decided to regain lost days by leaving his pack train 
under escort and force march a picked forcc of cavalry north to the  
Tongue-Yellowstone River junction. His aim was to clear the route of 
the pack train, locate and put pressure on Indians south of the river 
line, and effect a junction with Gibbon. On 16 June-already five days 
late-his cavalry force commenced its dash for the river. 

From the  outset they 'werc observation by, and in contact 
with, vedettes from a grouping of several villages near the junction of 
the Rosebud and Yellowstone rivers. A serics uf minor claslies, leisurely 
withdrawals by the Indians and cager pursuits by tlie troopers gradually 
drew Crook off course to the west. His scouts, timorously remaining within 
sight of the column at all times, failed to discover the size of the Indian 
force and ahead of Crook the 2,000 fighting men of the  Hunkpapa and 
Brulee Sioux debated what to do with him. 

Eventually, 1,000 volunteer sportsmen rode out, reconnoitred his 
column exhaustively, and amhushed him soundly in the Rosebud Canyon. 
Crook sustained only medium losses, and the Indians light -cleven 
casualties in all -but despite the disorganized and indecisive nature of 
the clash, Crook was badly shaken. T h e  Indians had hit him with a 
serics of sustained attacks, heedless oE possible casualties, and aggressive 
in the extreme. This  year was different-sight of a blue uniform-shirt 
was n o  longer an engagement winning factor; this year the savages 
were going to fight. 
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By the 19th Crook was back in his base camp, licking his wounds 
and firmly convinced that the strength of Indian resistance indicated, an 
unusual cpngregation of villages in the area. In  this country, where 
dispatch riders vanished forever within minutes of departure, the benefits. 
of his experience could not be passed to Gibbon or Terry. 

T h e  Indians, with mounts and ammunition cxhausted, moved camp 
west to the main Sioux rcndczvous on the Big I-Iorn, whcrc tales of 
their victory over Crook added to an already high morale. 

Terry’s wait on the Yellowstone was a long one, and finally 
despairing of Crook he  briefcd Gibbons and Custer on 21 June 1876. 
His plan was for a series of reconnaissances in strength, east to the line 
of the Rosebud, to locate the Sioux main strength and find Crook. Terry’s 
technique w a s  basically to be a tactical employment of the overall 
campaign strategy- he  planned for movcment on three parallel routes, 
with himself, Gibbon and Custer moving close enough .together to 
provide niutual support, far enough apart to ensure full ground coverage; 
and kept in communications by scouts criss-crossing between the  three 
columns across the axis of advance. Any element of the force locating 
the main Sioux camp was to avoid action and report contact to enable 
concentration of the force’s full strength. By now Terry’s scouts had 
given him an estimatc of two thousand as the Sioux strength (based on 
tracks, rather than head counts) and although the Indians were not 
expected to fight, Terry ordered Custcr to exercisc caution-on no 
account was he  to entcr the Little Big I lorn area, which lay across his 
route, until Gibbon war physically there to support him. Custer was to 
include in his column a battery of Gatlings; rate of advance was to be 
a Rat thirty miles per da).; the coluinns wcre to maintain a spacing apart 
of ‘three hours hard riding by courier’. T h e  confcrence continued far 
into the night and the plan was discussed in great detail. Terry’s intentions 
were never i n  doubt, o r t h e  mechanics of the plan questioned-if it 
Liere carried out control and niutual support would be guaranteed, 
Crook‘s force located for a full concentration, and the security of the 
expedition maintained. T h e  pivotal point of the plan was co-ordinated 
movemcnt, and as of the time the conference broke up, Terry’s strategy 
\\vas doomed. 

At noon on 22 June, Custer and the 600 nicn of the 7th led 
out of Terry’s camp on the Yellomstone. Left behind, without any 
advice to Terry, were the Gatlings; Custer considered that they might 
slow him, and soon showed why-as soon as the camp dropped out of 
sight the pace was forced and the ‘thirty miles pcr day’ limit abandoned. 
Custer was forcing the speed to the limit to outdistance Terry and Gibbon 
and so find the Sioux first. Even before the departure from Fort Lincoln 
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Custer had told 3 reporter ‘I shall cut loose from Terry this summer’, 
and, he  now lived u p  to his thrcat, sprinting for thc Little Big Horn, 
trusting to ‘Custer’s’ Luck‘, burning for a triumph. 

Custer’s 7th was clevcn companies strong, each company of forty- 
fivc mcn, thirty-five of them fighting soldiers. Of these, u p  to ten rvould 
he detailed as horse-holders in action, and generally would not fight. 
Armed with carbines, pistols and one hundred rounds of ammunition 
they moved rapidly east, trailed by their pack train and preceded by 
vedettes of friendly Crow Indian scouts. 

Strangely, thc force was not seen as i t  approached the Big Horn, 
and ultimately achieved full tactical surprisc. T h e  Sioux attcntion \vas 
focussed further east, wherc contact with Crook had been lost; among 
all thc comings and goings of new tribal arrivals the approach of the 
soldiers was either not noticed or not recognized for what it was. 
Physical contact was somehow missed in an area swarming with separate 
groups and Custer, disregarding the warnings of his scouts as their 
estimates of Sioux strength rose, pushcd on hard. A long patrol under 
his second-in-command, Major Marcus Keno, forged ahead to thc creek 
which now hears Reno’s name, and sighted a village, withdrawing 
unseen and without a full assessment of strength in the area. 

Without further reconnaissance Custcr took Reno’s report as 
evidence that there was only onc village on thc Littlc Big I-lorn and 
again acted in direct contravention of his orders. Having made contact 
h e  not only Failed to scnd word back to Tcrry hut again incrcascd his 
rate of advance, forcing the pace in a night march which e w n  further 
outdistanced the main force. By dawn of the 25th, his horses blown, 
Custer had visual contact with a small corner of the Sioux’ sprawling 
four-milc-by-one village. He decided to bivouac on the twenty-Iifth to 
rest his exhausted force, and attack on the twenty-sixth. R u t  his famous 
luck was running out. 

During the morning there were, a t  last, three contacts with hunting 
parties of Sioux, one of which Bushed and fired on a small cavalry 
detachment seeking a lost pack-mule. Surprise was endangered; Custer 
changed his plans and decided to attack immediately. As cursing troopers 
climbed stiffly into the saddle Custer’s trurnpcter sounded ‘Ol~ficer’s Call’ 
loud and clear over the ridgcs and valley of the Littlc Rig Horn. In the 
lodges of the Sioux, cars were cockcd and startled glances exchangcd- 
had Crook rccoiled on thcm? Whatever thc source, the Tauntlet had 
been thrown down and thosc camps within earshot sprang to arms. 
Custer was on the mow, do\vn over the valley rim. 

Before he reached the valley Boor he gave the orders which doomed 
his regiment-the fatal splitting of his forces. Captain Benteen was to 
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take his ‘battalion‘ of H, D and K companies around in a hook to the 
southwest and act as a cutoff to deny escape to the south. McDougal’s 
B company would guard the pack-train, while Reno with A, A4 and G 
was to drivc again up the line of Reno Creek and storm thc village. 
Cis tcr  and the two hundred and twenty five men of I, L, F, C and E 
Companies would move parallel to Reno on the east bank of the creek 
during the advance and swing in ti, support Reno for the assault. T h e  
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orders were given and in retrospect thcir intention makes sense but at thc 
time they were not clear. Reno was to say ‘There was no plan communi- 
cated to us at all . . . if one existed the subordinate commanders did not 
know it!’ Uenteen, overtaken by Custcr‘s orderly, received amended orders 
to engage any hostiles found in the next valley over; if there were none 
he  was to try the next and the next. ‘I had n o  instructions to  re-unite 
with Reno or anyone else- there was no plan at all.’ As he  moved 
off, ]lienteen lost cnntact with Custer for ever, due to the broken nature 
of the ground. Without scouts he  would spend the next few vital hours 
chasing contours from valley to valley, for thcre were n o  Sioux to he 
found. Aroused, but not alarmed, for their medicine was good and their 
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confidence high they were rallying in  those villagcs which were aware 
of Custer’s approach up  the valley. So poor were their internal com-
munications however that many of the Indians in the western villages 
did not know of the battle until it was over. 

As the Custer/Reno force approached the village Custer had a 
further change of heart and waved Reno back across the creek. By 2 
p.m. Reno had recrossed the stream and rejoined his force with Custer’s 
just in time for the column’s scouts to flush a small party of Sioux 
completing the burial of a warrior who had died of wounds sustained 
on the Rosebud. As thesc broke and rode back towards the village Custer 
ordered Reno back across the creek yet again--‘take as fast a gait as 
you deem prudent and charge aftcr-you will he supported by the 
whole outfit.’ This  was the turning point of poor Reno’s life-his 
credence in those words started him down a dark road to disgrace, 
ignominy and iuin. Strung out and at a fast gallop he  Icd A, M and 
G in hot pursuit. 

As his subordinate chargcd thc village Custer moved 3s if to follow, 
and then abruptly veered off to thc east. Perhaps he intended to swing 
around and hit the village from another quartcr; pcrhalis he  hoped to 
draw some of the hostilcs off Reno; his reasons will ncver be known 
but what matters is that he told Rcno hc would support him, and then 
did not. Custer rode off, north-east, up the valley. 

Captain Myles Kcogh and a Lieutenant Crooke rode with Reno 
until the force opposing him became apparent, then spurred back to 
their places in Custer’s column to warn him of the strength of the Sioux 
but  what transpircd on their return will never be known for they too 
continued north with him. All contact between the three dispersed 
elements of the 7th was now lost for ever. 

Brushing aside scattered opposition Reno chargcd headlong at 
the village of the Minniconju Sioux, to be niet head-on by the countcr- 
charge of the village’s warriors. T h e  Battle of the Little Big Horn was 
opened by a crashing volley which alerted other villagcs and ended 
Reno’s charge in a welter of downed horses, swirling dust and ar row 
shot troopers. His movement restricted by thc creek and a high bank, 
his formation broken, and fire from the hitherto unsuspected Hunkpapa 
village ripping into his exposed Rank, Reno reeled in confusion. Within 
minutes his situation had deteriorated so far that he must either move 
or be supported in strength and he must have realized by now, with 
mounting horror, that his support was not coming. T h e  open ground 
before the village was untenable; presscd hotly at close range, out-
numbered fifteen to one, and steadily losing men Reno dismounted his 
command and conducted a controlled withdrawal to the timber-line 
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skirting the creek. But there was to be no respite-flanked and rapidly 
surrounded by his more mobile cncmies, low on ammunitio~l’ and with 
his rescrve committed Reno decided to mount and fight clear, through 
to the creek and across to the far bank. T h e  decision was sound but the 
conduct of the withdrawal was puur; the Minniconju were already into 
the trccline and a wild scrambling fight was in progress. Badly shaken, 
Reno ordered ‘Mount’, then ‘Dismount’, remaining in the saddle himself. 
As a further wavc of Sioux pressed in, the ‘Recall’ was sounded and lieno 
led a rush to the creek which left inany wounded or unhorsed troopers 
to be butchered in the scrub. Since no clean break was made the surviving 
cavalrymen cntered the creek mixed with large numbcrs nf exultant 
Indians, to be dragged down in panic and confusion.-Of the two 
hundred men who rode so bravely forward scant minutes before ninety 
survived the creek crossing. 

Saved only by the Indians delay to loot and mutilatc the fallen, 
Reno’s survivors staggered to a small hilltop on the cast bank, scraped 
up a bulwark of brush and saddles, and repulscd the first Sioux assault. 
They were broken men, their fire control gone, but the Sioux could 
not face them in such a set-piece fight, especially when Custer was 
providing easier pickings further north. They contented themselves with 
a holding action, pinning Reno’s men down and keeping them out of 
the fight. 

From the time Reno ordered the charge ninc minutes had elapsed. 
Benteen, meanwhile, had tired of his fruitless ramblings in search of 
absent foes so finally halted and threw out a series of fast moving fan 
patrols which scoured the countryside and returned a final conclusive ‘No 
Contact’ report. In disgust h e  retraced his steps to the Little Big Horn, 
r e t u r h g  in a great circle which brought him up  to Reno Creek where, 
hearing the distant firing of Reno’s defence, he  rode north up  the earlier 
rnute taken by the Custer/Reno party. His first sight of the battlefield 
was of Reno’s depleted command isolated in a melee of Sioux who showed 
no inclination to run, as forecast. Of Custer therc was no sign. Appreciat- 

~ing that with his 150 men he  could do little to influence the overall 
course of whatever battle was in progress he rode to,where he  could 
offer fastest assistance. Breaking through the encircling Sioux he  joined 
Reno’s depleted command on the hilltop, and assumed command of the 
shattcred force when Reno proved incapable of effective leadership. For 
forty-two hours they were to hold that hilltop, constantly expecting the 
return of Custer to their relief. 

But Custcr was dead. After he  abandoned Reno and moved north 
along the ridge his force passed into mystery, rather than history, for 
no whitc man who rode u p  that vallcy ever emerged from it. I t  is possible, 
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from the testimony of thc Sioux and the location of the bodics, to prescnt 
a fair estimate of what transpircd. 

By the time Reno had. become heavily engaged Custer would have 
been in sight of the Sansarc village, the Cheyenne camp Further north 
bcing screened from sight by a strip of cottonwoods. By now he  knew 
his estimate of Sioux strength was faulty but with only this Sansarc 
village ahead, quiet and dcscrtcd, and Reno’s Minniconju village bchind 
already under attack the stage was sct for a quick victory. He sent back 
a last courier with a message for the pack-train and B company to move 
forward with his ammunition reserves and dcployed for the assault 
across the ford and into the village. 

Having seen Custer’s column on thc ridge across the rivcr the 
few occupants of thc village were thrown into confusion, but five young 
warriors who had returncd latc from a foraging trip and were still 
arming for Reno’s fight were not clismayecl by this new threat. Five 
against threc hundred, they rode quietly through their village towards 
the ford. An old warrior called to them urging them to wait until hc 
had run to alert villages but onc of thcm-for ever namelcss, for 
ever honoured-ansn,ered, ‘Old father, only the sky and the earth last 
for ever; it  is a good day to die.’ Five gallant gentlcmcn, each in g w l  
company, they sang thcir death songs and rode down to glory. 

Custer, advancing two companics u p  and his hcadquarters in thc 
van was, for the second time that day, lurcd by the cheap victory. t\ 
half-dozen startled Sioux emcrgcd from the timher to his front and boltcd 
for the river at first sight of his column. t\bandoning his formation Custer 
waved E company to join him in pursuit. Riding hard hc cntcre? the 
water close on thc Iieels of the Sioux only to halt in constcrnation as a 
quick spattering of fire from the far bank emptied saddlcs i n  his vanguard. 
From covcrcd pasitions in the treeline the fivc young Sansarcs wcrc 
in action. 

Thc momentary check enabled the flceing Sioux to reach the bank 
and dismount, joining the warriors in the scrub. t\nxious to cross bcforc 
resistance stiITen6d furthcr Custer called for a covering fire which 
successfully quieted the handful of Sioux and started across thc Big Horn. 
In midstream, ‘Custer’s Luck‘ a t  last ran out. 

Summoncd by messages From the threatencd village hundreds of 
mounted Sioux broke through the timberlinc do\enstreani from the ford 
and charged u p  river at Custer’s flank. As the cavalry fire.switched to 
this new thrcat thc ten Sioux heroes holding the ford again rose and 
fired. Hi t  in the left breast Custer pitchcd from his horse into the 
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stream. I-Iis guidon bcarer and two orderlies wcnt down with him. A s  
the massed firepower of thc column repulsed the first rush Custer's 
scout draggcd him From the water and held him in thc saddle. Alrcady 
heavily uutnumbercd i n d  with Indians streaming uphill on both Hanks 
tu surround thcm Curter's mcn instinctivcly began to pull back up  thc 
bank onto the ridge from which thcy had conic. In  the rcar of the 
column I and L conrpanies under Kcogh deploycd along the ridgelinc, 
trying to cover thc rearward move of F, C and E companics up  the west 
slope. Dismounted for grcater accuracy in their shooting, these companies 
were moving slorvly back towards the crest, doubtless hoping to link up  
with Keogh for a defencc such as Reno was even tlicn establishing further 
south. But by now Hunkpapa, Brulee, Sansarc, Blackfeet and Minniconju 
\vert congregating from upstrcam and down and the uphill move ground 
to a halt as the encirclement was completed, only onc hundred yards 
short of the goal. Surrounded by three thousand howling Sioux, blinded 
by dust, beaten down by a hail of arrows, at ranges never exceeding 
thirty feet, the 7th made its last fight, edging painfully likc some blindcd 
snake ever uphill. With them they carricd.their commander, unconscious 
and perhaps already dcad. 

In  responsc either to an order of incredible stupidity, or in brave 
desperation, E company :IS a man charged on foot into thc whirling mass 
heforc them to he butchered, scalped and stripped lvithin scconds. Pouring 
into the gap in the 7 t h ' ~  line left by E, the Sioux cut I off from L and 
fired a single crashing volley into L's flank which was heard by Reno's 
men, far down the valley, and which reduced L to a few isolatcd groups 
of shocked lightcrs, to be ovcrrun beforc they could rcload between 
shots. Spurrcd on by this dual success the rampaging Sioux sivarnicd 
like a tidal wave ovcr 1 company, obliterating it in two niinutcs Hat as 
part of their cxploitxtion on the overrunning of L. 

F and C companies were still fighting a painful dismountcd action 
u p  the hill. Before their cyes three compariies of their friends had bccn 
overrun i n  twice as many minutes; within a few feet the scalpers and 
mutilators were at work and the merciless squaws picking over the 
wounded. Their own end w a s  only minutes away and Sioux tales of 
soldiers who fired their rifles in the air, too excited to aim, are readily 
credible. F and C were almost at the crest whcn a further thousand 
Sioux, fresh from Reno's fight, joined the battle and halted them for 
the last tinic. What  horses remained wcre shot for hulwarks and the last 
hundred-odd men of the 7th, Custer still carricd with thcm, were 
whittled down one by one, fighting to the end. Scattered men tried to 
break through the cser-tightening circle of Indians, but none succeeded. 

I Behind them a mile-long trail of hagglcd bodies marked their path, with 
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little mounds of dead whcrc E, L and I had died. They  lic therc still, 
little clusters of plain stone markcrs hidden in the long grass, Custer’s 
‘gold from the roots down’ grass, the grass whose growing was to mark 
the ycars of Sioux ownership. 

T h c  whole action had taken between twenty and thirty minutcs. 

Of all those who died there only one, Keogh the devout Catholic, 
whose Sacred Heart medallion was ‘had medicinc‘ to prospective scalpers, 
escaped mutilation. Custer was not scalped-his thinning locks heing 
too mousy a trophy-but tlic eagle tattooed on his narrow chest was 
lanced several times by eager coup counters. Despite his reputation from 
the Washita days he  received no special attentions from the carvers. 
Among so many dcad he  passed almost unnoticed, exccpt by the squaw 
R4onascetah, who on the Washita had bornc him a son. 

T h e  Sioux were rapidly on the move-the summer sun was 
already working on the dead and ‘dead man’ camps were bad luck. 
Taking their dead with them (29 Sioux, 6 Cheycnnc) they begin to 
break camp at dawn. Their victory had brought them a haul of new 
weapons and ncarly 10,000 cartridges- an unequalled opportunity for 
a record buffalo kill to round off a great summer-and one could not 
eat dead soldiers (although, maddened by the loss of her husband, one 
squaw did.) A few hotbloods made some glancing passes at Rcno’s 
little fortress but they were merely trying out their ncw rifles and soon 
joined the nuss migration Straggling off to the west. 

Terry had camped on the night of thc 25th a t  the mouth of the 
Little Rig l lorn  (twelve miles north of the battlc), still unaware of 
Crook‘s defcat 011 the Rosebud or Custer’s presence in the Little Rig 
Horn Valley-one and a half days ahead of schedule. Hc had sent 
his H and F companies across the Yellowstonc on a hundred-mile ride 
looking for Custer. Thirty-six hours in the saddle, they found nothing 
and lost men crossing flooded rivers-more sacrifices to Custcr’s wilful- 
ness. By now Terry’s scouts were reporting brushes with little bands of 
Sioux, ominously armed with Army carbines. His advance p a r d  
bivouaced on the 26th at the head of the valley; at dawn on the 27th 
the combined force moved down the valley, where they found Bcnteen 
and Reno still waiting for Custer. Shortly after they found the 7th. 

Terry stood over Custcr’s body and delivercd his funeral oration 
-‘That‘s what you get for disobeying orders, God damn you!’ T h e  
troopers were buried whcre they fell, but the earth was hard, the bodies 
had l a i n  three days in the sun, and thc Sioux were still unlocated. Hasty 
ten-inch scrapes were dug, and brushwood piled high, but it was a 
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poor job. T h e  only living thing found on that battlefield had been 
Keogh's horse 'Commanche': a year later to the day, when the reconstituted 
7th returned to the valley to bury its dead, 'Comanche' was to avert 
another battle, but that is another story. 

T h e  Sioux were not found again that summer and it was well 
into the 1880s; and a dozen Lights later, bcfore the frontier quieted down 
and the last participants were rounded up, Benteen rose to brevet-Colonel; 
Custcr lies ;it West Point; Reno, despite the support a n d  tcstinioninls of his 
troops, was the. subject Of a court of enquiry which dragged him through 
the mud of the Little Big I-Iorn a second time. Ahead lay the whisky 
bottle, ignominious dismissal, and unmarked death. It was only in 
February 1968 that a Roard of Review cleared his name and rcinstated 
his commission. Maybe he  sleeps quieter as a result. 

Grant said 'I regard Custer's inassacre as an unnecessary sacrifice 
of troops brought on by Custer himself,' but it wasn't a massacre, for 
the word has overtones of murder about it, and Custer's men dicd hard, 
defeated by superior numbers, equal courage and inferior generalship. 

Doubtless the centenary of the battle will be marked by some 
ceremony-there will be bands and speeches, and maybe some tame 
Indians, but when the echoes of 'Garry Owen' have died away and the 
programmes blown off across the valley, there will be only the crying 
silence of men lvho died for nothing. 0 

The Indians had secured a resounding victory over the U.S. 
Army almost witlimit parallel i n  Army history. Custer's viulation of 
the principles of maneuver and security had cost dearly. 

-Departmcnt of the r\rmy ROTC Mnnttal 145-20 (1959) 
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ARh4S A N D  INFLUENCE,  BY THOMAS (New Haven C .  SCHELLINC. 
and London Yale University Prcss, 1966, $7.50). 
Reviewed by Major E .  D.M .  Cope, Royal Attrtralioa Artillery, n enndidute nt rite 
Australian Staff College, Qaemnreliff in 1968. Other reviews inchided are by fellow 
ojjiccrs attending the Sinf College darisg the yew.  

SINCE the Second World W a r  B generation has gro\vn up with the 
Cold War  and mankind has endured the tcnsion and dread inherent in 
such words as ‘deterrent effect’, ‘escalation’, ‘nuclear proliferation’, and 
‘brinkmanship’. In this book wc are presented with the ‘gamesmanship’ 
of thc Cold War.  

T h e  author has set out what hc believes to be the major principles 
for thc diplomacy of violence which, Lecause of today’s weaponry, is of 
such importancc to all  of us. T h e  major theme is that military strategy 
is no  longer just the science of military victory but rather t he ’a r t  of 
coercion, intimidation and dctcrrcncc. T h e  instruments of war are more 
punitive than acquisitive and any country’s capacity for violence is 
bargaining power at the diplomatic level. 

I-Iistorical cxamples are used to illustratc the principles spelt out 
by the author and thcse date from the Peloponnesion W a r  through to 
the frst  use of coercive bombing of North Vietnam in 1965. In many 
ways this is a tcxt book and it is possible, througli sub-headings, to search 
out a particular area of interest such as ‘negotiation in warfarc’. T h e  
language of diplomacy is handlcd in a most readable form and gives thc 
rcader a better insight into the shaping of policy and the dcvious ways of 
thc diplomat. 

T h e  principles laid out by Schelling are his o\vn ideas but with the 
concrete evidence of his illustrations it is hard to fault their validity as 
he continually proves each point he makes. However, an annoying feature 
to this reviewer, was the usc of a game of chess, lasting several pages, to 
illustrate the theory of brinkmanship-if you don’t play chess yoti are 
handicapped. Perhaps it is only natural that there is a dehnite American 
flavour to the theory of thc principles in this book; but even so the point 
is made that they represent Schelling’s own vienrs and interpretations ot 
international relationships. 
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For any student of strategy this is a book which opens u p  new 
areas of interest. /\Ithough some of the concepts arc not new in the sense 
that cxamplcs can be seen in history, they have been updated. Even the 
casual Army reader will find this book interesting and should at least 
get some understanding of what goes on behind the headlines. 0 

COMMUNISM IN ASIA: A T~- I I~EATTO AUSTIIALIA?, BY 
i\usm,\Lrm INSTITUTE OF POLITICAI.SCIENCE.(i\ngus and Koberison, 
1967, $1.95). 
Reviewed by Major I < .  L.  Sinclair, Hoyal Asrtralinn-lnfonny. 

SO much has been written of Communism that one could be forgiven 
for assuming that the subject has been exhausted, that there can bc 
nothing new in it. Whether Asian Communism pmes a threat to Aus- 
tralia and in what way are, howevcr, vexed and topical questions. 

Coirr.~mcnismin  Asin: A Threnl  to Australia! is an edited record 
of proceedings of the 33rd Summer School of the Australian Institute 
of Political Science held in January 1967. T h e  book contains a series 
of papers lireparcd and read by intellectuals from Australia and overseas 
countries. Each paper is followed by a commentary and debate in which 
leading Australian Communists take part. There  is unfortunately no 
prologue indicating the iiaturc of presentation and debate nor is there 
a short biography of all participants. 

T h e  papers are arranged in a progressive order of subjects. From 
the nature of Communism in Asia we are Icd to China's foreign policy, 
the Communist threat and, fnally, Australia's policy towards Asia. 
Progression however ends with the choice of subjects for, while each 
contributor presents his argument and reaches conclusions, the succced- 
ing author does not necessarily agree with those preceding him. There  
is t h u s  no common ground for the dcvelopment of argument towards a 
general conclusion. 

T h e  first two papers arc iminly descriptive of Communisni but 
such terms as 'simplistic capitulationism' and 'bourgeoisitication' make 
heavy going for the reader. T h e  third paper, by D r  J .  D. B. Miller, 
concerns China's foreign policy. In  it he' spcculatcs on a Sino-Soviet 
rapprochement changing the xvhole pattern of world power and, with 
it, /\merican policy. Just what that change might be and its etfect on 
Australia's security is 'not pursued. i\t  this stage the papers and dis-
cussion have simply placed Australia on the periphery of a bi-power 
struggle, with China emerging to upset the balance. 

I t  is Professor Owen Harries who lifts this book out of the 
inorass of debate 011 what has happened, and who takes a sharp look at 



what cmild happen. In a precise and cnlightening paper he dismisscs 
the bogey of overt invasion as a sop to Australian traditionalism. Hc 
argues that, in the Farcseeable event of an American \vithdra\val, Aus- 
tralia could face a systematic campaign of diplomatic and economic 
pressure which would bring about .profound changes in our way ot 
life. Professor Marries secs Australia, alone and vulnerable in such a 
situation, gradually succumbing to external (Communist) pressures which 
could produce irreparable schisms in political ideology leading at the 
worst to civil war. Here indeed is food for thought. 

As a complete worG this book \till disappoint the reader seeking 
purely military guidelines for the counter action of Communist 
expansion. For the reader rvho is concerned with trends in political 
thought the book is worth reading. Those who do so will find that 
opinions are keenly divided on this subject. 0 

THE POLITICS OF BRITISH DEFENCE POLICY 1945-1962, BY 
W~LLIARP. SNYnEn. (Ernest Benn Limited, 1964, $7.00). 
Reviewed bg Major ?'. E .  M. Smnehnar, Royal Artillery. 

THERE is a fashion for authors, writing on the theory and practice 
of defence, to pursue highly theoretical and abstrusc arguments, par- 
ticularly when writing about another nation. Major Snyder has avoided 
this frustrating practice and has written a short, clear, simple and logical 
analysis concerned with British defence policies since the end of World 
W a r  11. 

L4ajor Snyder, a United Statcs army off;ccr and a inember of the 
Social Science Department of the' Military Academy, has written one 
of the few military studies of post-war defence problems to be produced 
by a professional office. 

His book has two main purposes: first, to analyse the formulation 
of policies: secondly, to indicate the  main pressures which have helped 
shape the substance of the policy since World W a r  IT. 

T h e  writer commences with a review of the evolution of defence 
policies since 1945. He presents in detail the series of adjustments 
Great Britain has made since World War 11 to bring about a balance 
of domestic capacities and international commitnwnts. Tha t  the war 
adverscly affected national power and loosened the bonds OE empire is 
well known; not so well known is the process by which British policy- 
makers have shaped and reshaped military capacities amidst recurrent 
crises at home and abroad. Major Snyder examines in detail this 
process and the influence on resulting policy made by parliament, 
pressure gioups, policy elites and service departments. 
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A British reader might fairly comment that Major Snyder has 
fallen prcy to the cornnion American fallacy that a unity of background 
provided by public schools and Oxbridge leads to coinnion conccpts and 
aims in British defencc policy. One  has only to look at such diverse 
products as M r  Wilson and George Brown to disprnvc this. Certain to 
provokc discussion is the author's conclusion that, dcspite severc limita- 
tions, Great Britain has fashioned a successful military policy in leeping 
with thc role she has been forced to assunic in the world. 

This  excellent book is not a ponderous historical chronicle; it  is 
a study of a complcx subject prescnted i n  a clear and very readablc 
style. I n  its approach and  specific conclusions it is a valuable contribution 
to the understanding of present British dcfcnce policies and civil-military 
relations and is recoinmended for anyone who tvishes LO obtain a simplc 
understanding of this complcx subjcct. 0 

CHINA AFTER R 4 A 0 ,  BY A. DOAKBAnNE11.. (Princctoii University 
Press, 1967, $6.75). 
lieviewed by M n j o r  N .  H. Dergia, IXoyal ,4ristrulmn Signals. 

MANY of the critical problems i n  thc \vorld hinge on \ \ha t  is happening 
i n  China today and wliiit this vas t  country may do beyond its borders 
tomorrow. In  this short hook Professor A. Doak Barnett provides a 
scarching analysis of the enorinoils problems facing this country as it 
en ten  an historic transitional period- thc passing oE the founders OF 
the revolution and tlicir succession by thc new iiien Mao Tsc-tung has 
called 'tlic heirs of the revolution'. 

Professor Uarnctt presents a clcar, concisc and convincing assess-
ment of the forces motivating the course of political and economic 
development in Communist China. I-le is well qualified for this task. 
A s  Professor of Govcrnment and Chairman nf thc Contemporary China 
Studies Committee of d ie  East Asian Institutc, Columbia Univcrsity, 
he is a recognized leader i n  China studies in the United Statcs of 
America. 

T h e  book grcw from ii scries of lect:urcs delivcred at Princeton 
University in October 1966 a n d  dcmonstrates the author's ability to 
present ii c n y d c x  a n d ,  at times, abstruse subject in a simplc, clear and 
thoroughly rcadablc style without losing impact or detail. I t  is arranged 
in two parts. Part I identifes thc factors threatening destruction of the 
rcgime and the methods adopted by Pcking's present lcaders to ensure 
continuing revolution after the passing of Rho.  It  concludcs with 
.Barnett's intcrpretation of the struggle for succcssion and the process 
of change, through successive generations, in the leadership of the 



54 ARMY JOURNAL 

regime. Part 2 contains four selected documents that have emanated 
from Communist China recently. Each assists the reader to understand 
the forces underlying the developing crisis and support the author’s 
succinct conclusions and recommendations. 

Wisely, Professor Barnetr does not attempt to provide a formula 
for the solution of China’s future. T h e  die is already cast and the 
Western World can have little influence on the course of events during 
this critical period. H e  recommends the adoption of policies that show 
China ‘we will respond positively to any signs of reasonableness and 
moderation on their part’ thus giving that country a greater chance ol-
achieving some of her most basic and legitimate goals. Signilicantly his 
judgements closely reflect the policies that the United States of America 
has adopted towards China and those being vigorously applied in an 
attcinpt to solve the Vietnam crisis. 

T h c  Chinese Revolution is exerting a continuing influence upon 
the policies of our agc and will eventually affect all people, from the 
political strategist to the conscription age youth. For the Army reader 
interested in gaining an understanding of the forces at work in Com- 
munist China, now and i n  the years immediately ahead, this book 
provides valuable comment and food for thought. 0 
SClENTISTS AND WAR,  B Y  SIR SOLLYZUCXERMAN.(Hamish 
Hamilton Limited, 1966, $2.65). 
Reviewed by Major P.  I. Day, Royal Australiaa Eiigincers. 

SIR Solly Zuckerman has had unique expericnce i n  the application ol-
scientific methods to the planning and conduct of war. During World 
W a r  11 he  worked in the field of operational research and since 1954 h a s  
served Labour and Conservative governmcnts i n  thc United Kingdom. 
He is now Chief Scientific Adviser to the British Government. 

Scientists and War is a collection of addresses given by the author 
during the period 1959 to 1965, all of which contribute to his main 
theme that ‘ . . . . decisions which \\,e make today in the field of science 
and technology determine tlie tactics, then the strategy, and finally the 
politics of tomorrow.’ In tlie first five chapters the author discusses 
the ambivalent relationships between scientists and soldiers and traccs 
the influcncc of science on tactics and strategy. T h e  final two chapters 
of the book deal with the place of science i n  the progress of society 
and arc intendcd to complement his theme on tlie inHuencc of science 
in military affairs. 

In  a book of 177 pages his theme cannot be developed in depth 
but the propositions he makes are logically and convincingly argued. 
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There is emphasis on nucleilr warfare and, while accepting its deterrent 
valuc, the author exposes the absurdity of the phrasc ‘tactical nuclear 
weapons’ when the dccision to usc them must be made at the highest 
political level. H e  argues prophetically that the increased complexity of 
wcayons systems will reduce the scope (hut not tlic need) for military 
judgemcnt ;md will cncouragc political dircction of armcd forces to a 
much greater degree than i n  the past. Of particular interest is his 
cavcat against the use of computers in certain military ficlds. Hc predicts 
an undcsirable gap between high command and units if middle manage- 
ment is replaced by computer, and is completely sceptical of the valuc 
of strategic ‘war-gaming’ bccausc of thc impnssiibility o l  rcprcscnting 
human and social hctors i n  mathematical terms. Thesc and many other 
propositions made hy the author are controversial hut quite relevant to 
military affairs today. 

Scientists and War is not an easy book to read. Sir Solly Zucker- 
man writes in a difluse style and uses with irritating frequency popularized 
technicalities such as ‘polarity of relationships’ and thc word ‘function’ 
in its niathcmatical scnse. Perhaps in conscqucnce of the books origin 
as lecture notes comprehension is aided by reading aloud to onesell. 
An inexcusable fault is the author’s lack of prccision in usc of the word 
‘science’. In Chapter One  he ckdrly explains the diEcrcnScs between pure 
science, applied science, and technology but then conliises the issue 
by making ‘scicncc‘ do the work of all threc. 

Tha t  Sir Solly Zuckerman’s opinions on the cRects nf scieuce 
on war and national policy are important can be seen by considering 
his ohvious influence on l3ritish Defence Policy today. Scienlisfs and War 
is rcconiiiicndcd to tlw student of strategy a n d  thc future dc\~elopmcnt 
of wnrf;lre. I t  is not a textbook, hut will stiniulatc clciir thinking. 0 

THE AUSTRALIAN LlCHT HORSE, 13s h4Ajr)n I<.J. IHALL. 
(Dominion Press, Victoria, 1966, $3.00). 
Reviewed by AIajur D. R.  Walion, Royal New Z e n l a ~ d Ixfnnlry Regiment. 

IN this short and concise book R4ajor Hall tells the story of Australia’s 
mounted soldiers. I t  is not a militarv history hut rather a brief outline 
of thc origins and dcvclopment of Light Horsc units. Thc author stresses 
that his aim h:is bccii to produce somcthing which iv i l l  unfold thc 
traditions inherited by tlie Royal Australian Armoured Corps to the new 
recruit. 

T h e  opening chapters of this book brieHv examine the development 
of military c1el:ence in  t\ustralia and list thc various traditional recruiting 
grounds for Light llorse units. Following this introduction, and against 
thc background of events and policies of thc time, tlie author traces the 
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development of the various Light Horse units and formations from their 
origins in the mid-nineteentlr century, until their supplanting by the 
Royal Australian Armoured Corps after the Second World War. No 
attempt has been made to narrate the history of particular units although 
sonie highlights of a colourful history, for example a description of the 
capture of Beerslreba in 1917, have been included to illustrate the foun- 
dations of the Light Horse traditions. 

Major Hal l  is a Regular Officer in the Royal Australian Armoured 
Corps. T h e  depth of his research is evidcnt in the appendices, tables and 
anecdotes used tu  clarify and interest the reader in what is a rather 
complicated history. Of necessity the subject niust involve a somewhat 
lengthy description of units and dates. T h e  author has interwoven interest- 
ing facets and coiiiments of a rnorc descriptive nature to retain the interest 
of the reader. Tables showing the W a r  Establishnient of a Light I-lnrse 
Regiment and a trooper’s marching order dated 1902 excrnplify this. 

This  book has been written in a clear and simple style. Various 
appendices, listing Orders of Rattle, Battle Honours and Kcgimental Crests, 
and a large collection of photographs as an addendum, illustrate much of 
the text and provide interest. To the uninitiated, however, it is sometimes 
difficult to comprehend the various anialgamations of units. This  is possihly 
becausc of a desire on the part of the author to highlight only mujur 
developments. Nevertheless this is surnetimes distracting. 

For those who flow carry on the traditions of the Light I-Iorse this 
book is recommended as interesting reading, as well as serving as a n  i ~ r -
troduction for all who would wish to read deeper into the subject. 0 
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