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cial, and preferred discussions, if 
any, to take place between the Am- 
bassadors of the two countries ac- 
credited to London and Washing-
ton. Towards the end of May the 
Japanese Cabinet agreed to the 
basic policy for negotiating a peace 
treaty with the Soviet Union to end 
the technical state of war, as Rus- 
sia had & signed the San Fran- 
cisco Pence Treaty between Japan 
and the other Allied powers, ending 
the Pacific phase of World War 11. 

A meeting was accordingly ar-
ranged for June 1, in London, to be 
attended by the Japanese delega- 
tion, under Mr. Matsumoto, for-
ii1er:y Ai*b--s-dor k Lon-'o-, 2nd 
the Soviet delegation, headed by 
Mr. Malik, the Soviet Ambassador 
to the United Kingdom. After dis- 
cussions had gone on for a consider- 
able time, it became evident, on 
June IS, that the Soviet proposa!s 
were substantially the same as those 
put forward in 1951, in an attempt 
to revise the San Francisco Treaty, 
then in draft form, and bore little 
indication of the conciliatory ap-
proach which characterized the pre- 
liminaries to establishing relations 
with Austria, West Germany and 
Yugoslavia. By the end of July, 
the talks being still in progress, Mr. 
Hatoyama, the Prime Minister, 
could only say that the possibility 
of a pact of non-aggression had 
been discussed, that the talks had 
been based on the principle of re-
cognition of each other's sover-
eignty and non-interference in each 
other's internal affairs, and that he 
himself would remain in office until 
the negotiations were successful. 

On August 16 Mr. Matsumoto pre- 
sented a draft treaty, the terms of 
which were not, however, pub-
lished. This was taken for study 

by Mr. Malik. but in view of its 
failure to satisfy the Russians, Mr. 
Matsumoto was recalled to Tokyo 
in mid-September for further con-
sultation. As a result, a policy of 
negotiation was mapped out which 
was expected to result in the con-
clusion of a peace treaty before the 
end of the year. These expecta- 
tions were not fulfilled, and in 
January. 1956, the talks, which were 
suspended since September, were 
resumed, with an  article-by-article 
discussion of the Japanese draft. 
Finally, on March 21, the treaty 
talks were suspended for an un-
specified period, after failure to 
reach agreement on the territorial 
issue, the return of certain islands 
of the southern Kuriles, the sole 
remaining point of difference. The 
Soviet Union would not return any 
islands except Habomai and Shiko- 
tan, close to Hokkaido, the north- 
ern part of Japan proper. 

On May 29 the Japanese Govern- 
ment decided to grant limited re-
cognition to the Soviet Mission in 
Tokyo, which for the past five years 
has been officially regarded as non- 
existent. The mission would be re- 
garded solely as an offlcial Soviet 
agency in charge of fisheries affairs, 
and limited diplomatic privileges 
were extended to it in June. The 
official recognition of Mr. Tich-
vinsky, its new head, must await 
restoration of full diplomatic rela- 
tions, according io the Japanese 
view. The Soviets, on the other 
hand, are pressing for full diplo-
matic status for their representa-
tive, independently of any peace 
treaty. 

The Japanese Cabinet, on June 
5, agreed to ask for resumption of 
the London talks some time before 
the end of July. 
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THE SOVIET SECRET SERVICE. 

By Otto Heilbrunn. (George 
Allen and Unwin Lfd.. Ruskin 
House. Museum Si., London.) 

THOSE appreciatewho 
the article by Major East on Guer- 
rilla Warfare ( A M  October 1956), 
should they wish to pursue its clear 
implications on what may be the 
task of the AMF,would do well to 
study Dr. Heilbrunn’s book. 

Whilst it is entitled “Soviet 
Secret Service,” its scope goes far 
beyond the now outmoded concept 
understood by the term secret ser-
vice. This term no longer applies 
solely to the single agent or small 
spy ring patiently collecting and 
despatching information of a highly 
secret nature to a foreign employer, 
exemplifled by the Bernard New-
man type of story. The book is, in 
fact, a painstaking collation of many 
primary sources (over a hundred 
are quoted in the bibliographic re-
ference list), and as such has the 
character of a text-book, and conse- 
quently has not the readability of 
the numerous personal accounts of 
espionage and partisan activities 

which have been published in the 
post-war years. 

But to the serious student its 
value is great because it clearly 
shows the pattern and extent of 
Soviet secret strategy during the 
Second World War. This is high-
lighted by a description of the op-
posing German activities, the 
failure of which serves to empha- 
size the success of the Russian ef- 
forts. Dr. Heilbrunn traces and 
compares the various methods of 
the USSR in gaining information of 
the enemy and support of her own 
forces and shows the high degree 
of flexibility of approach to and 
adaptation of existing resources in 
enemy countries. 

He outlines the work of the “Red 
Orchestra,” which was a classic spy 
ring operating from Switzerland 
from 1941-1947, and which had a 
network of agents, believed to be 
up to 400 in number, throughout 
most countries of Western Europe, 
including Germany. He then exa-
mines the shrewd use of the exist- 
ing French Communist Party. which 
he calls a “blueprint for subversion” 
because it is the leading precedent 
for Communist subversion in action. 
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The French Communist Party, act- 
ing according to foreign direction, 
helped in a positive way to bring 
about the Fall of mance. The less 
successful operations of the Free 
German Committee from 1943-1945 
are described. Had the assassina- 
tion of Hitler been successful in 
1944, the Communists would have 
had a strong claim to inclusion in 
a future German Government Dr. 
Heilbrunn then goes on to examine 
the inspired operations of various 
partisan forces in Eastern Europe, 
of which the most successful were 
those of Tito in Yugoslavia. 

The author produces a picture of 
skilful centrailsea coniroi o i  secret 
operations and the adaptation of 
local partisan resources, to which 
were added, where necessary, the 
backbone and steering gear of pre- 
viously trained leadership. The re- 
sulting extensive and well co-ordi- 
nated machine not only had tremen- 
dous intelligence value, both stra-
tegically and tactically. but also had 
a positive effect in the direct sup- 
port of front-line operations, sabo- 
tage behind the lines, long-range 
reconnaissance, and propaganda or 
political warfare. 

Dr. Heilbrunn aptly defines these 
operations as “the war without a 
battlefield.” which, in fact, may be 
the deciding battle before the hot 
war ever commences. This is the 
war fought by civilians, using the 
weapons of subversion, espionage 
by infiltration. sabotage and parti- 
san warfare, in which activities im-
perceptibly merge, and whose 
theatre lies in the home front and 
the lines of communication. 

J . D . B .  

ARMY JOURNAL 

CONSPIRACY AMONG GENE-
RALS. By Wilhelm von Sshramm. 
(George W e n  and Unwin. Rus-
kin House. Museum Sfreef, Lon-
don.) 


THIS an interestingis 
and very readable account of the 
extraordinary events which took 
place in the German High Com-
mand while the German forces were 
being overwhelmed in Normandy in 
1944. Whilst the narrative will 
have more appeal for the military 
historian than for the general run 
of military readers, it is worth read- 
ing for the very clear and coherent 
description of the different person- 
alities who were involved in the at-
tempt on Hitler’s life, and their ef-
forts to shorten the war and pre- 
serve a Germany far different from 
that which ultimately emerged from 
the conflict. 

The attempt on Hitler’s life was 
the culmination of a long conspiracy 
among the senior regular officers, 
many of whom had doubted the 
ability of Germany to win the war 
from its beginning. Despite all ad- 
vice by his military staff, Hitler re- 
fused to accept the military situa- 
tion as it was in 1944, and insisted 
on directing all operations himself 
from the remoteness of his Head- 
quarters in East Prussia, to the de- 
spair of the commanders in the 
field. 

As is fairly well known, the plot 
failed mainly because of the lack 
of unity of the General Officers on 
the various fronts, and the absence 
at the critical moment of Rommel, 
who had been seriously wounded 
some short time previously. What 
is not so well known is the success 
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-though initially wavering and in-
clined to support the revolt, re-
mained loyal to Hitler, and conse-
quently was responsible for the 
failure of the plot in France. His 
loyalty was to drive him to a course 
of conduct over the next few weeks 
which culminated in his suicide as 
a result of Hitler’s suspicion and 

would there have been a surrender 
in the West that would have 
shortened the war, changed the fate 
of many of the peoples of Europe, 
and perhaps altered the whole 
course of subsequent events? 

The author, who was attached to 
the staffs of Von Runstedt and 
Rommel in 1944, writes intimately 
with warmth and feeling of the 
various personalities involved in 
the plot, and paints a fascinating 
picture of the doubts and fears 
which beset the conspirators, par- 
ticularly the unfortunate Von 
Kluge. He gives us a vivid impres- 
sion, too, of the mental conflicts 
which beset so many of the senior 
German generals who, in the early 
years of Nazism, had so blithly gone 
for a ride on the tiger. 

The book is illustrated with good 
photographs of the chief partici-
pants in the conspiracy, and these 
are excellent character studies in 
themselves. 

-W.C.N. 
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