




I 

’ 

38 THE AUSTRALIAN 

enclosure, which was in Barrack 
Street, alongside the present Town 
Hall site. On one occasion a con-
certed offensive drive was under-
taken against a very truculent tribe. 
who were dealt with a t  the “Battle 
of Pinjarra,” and after that event 
there was little additional trouble 
in the South West. 

This period was one of explora-
tion, and A m y  officers made not- 
able contributions. Lieutenant 
Bunbury worked from York south- 
wards to Williams and Pinjarra, 
whilst Ensign Dale covered York, 
Beverley and Avon Valley, and 
the routes across the Darling Ranges 
and to King George’s Sound. 

Reproduced on page 39 is a 
“State” of the 51st (K.O.Y.L.I.) dated 
31 Dec., 1845, which illustrates the 
way the troops were distributed on 
the boundaries of settlement. The 
original is in the possession of the 
U.S.I. of W.A., and examination 
causes speculation as  to the story 
behind the Absence Without Leave 
of one of the two company com-
manders. 

The following newspaper report 
throws light on the casualty to Ser- 
geant Dearden shown as “In Cus-
tody of Civil Power”, and is an ex- 
ample of the severity of the crimi- 
nal code of the day, as well as of 
newspaper moralising. 

Extract from “The Perth Gazette 
and Western Australian Journal” 
dated Saturday, Feb. 28, 1946:-

“The ‘Frolic’ removes from this 
one of the men of the 51st Regt., 
Sergt. Dearden. He was con-
victed a t  the last Sessions of 
forging Lieut. Irby’s name to a 
cheque on the Bank. 

I t  is much to be deplored that 
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a man of his standing should 
have been tempted by avarice, or 
indeed any motive, to commit an 
act which must inevitably entail 
upon him such serious conse-
quences. The man, we learn, has 
a wife and family, and willingly 
would the offence have been 
overlooked by the parties called 
upon to prosecute had not a taint 
rested upon his previous charac- 
ter, which would have cast back 
a reflection upon their lenity. The 
person we have named was de-
serving apparently of every trust; 
he obtained the confidence of his 
commanding officers and had stood 
well in the ranks; how he could 
so foolishly commit himself for 
40s. is an astonishment to all. 
Seven years’ transportation awaits 
him, and his delinquency will be 
a mill-stone around his neck for 
life, seeing that he has so basely 
degraded himself.” 

Convict Period. 
In 1850, the first convicts arrived, 

at the request of the settlers. Origi-
nally the colony had been formed 
with the high-minded resolve to 
have nothing to do with the con-
vict system, but the temptation of 
plentiful labour for development 
and the stimulus of about f30,000 
of Imperial funds entering the 
Colony annually for convict mainte- 
nance, broke down this early resolu- 
tion. Transportation continued till 
1868. 

Guards on convict ships were pro- 
vided by the Home Government 
by the expedient of employing mili- 
tary pensioners for “voyage only” 
duties. Their families came with 
them, and on arrival they took up 
civilian employment. The lack of 
guards for the convicts after ar-
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rival caused a modification of the 
system, and for a while one ship’s 
guards were retained in service 
until the arrival of the next ship. 
This was not satisfactory, and in 
1850 some pensioners were em-
ployed in the “Enrolled Pensioner 
Force”, later known as the “En-
rolled Guard.” The last parade 
of this body of very old soldiers 
was held in 1887. At one time they 
had numbered 600. 

They were quartered in the Pen- 
sioners’ Barracks, a pleasing build- 
ing which now houses the Works 
Department a t  the west end of St. 
George’s Terrace. In 1870, these 
Barracks were reported as having 
“accommodation for 60 families, 
there being 120 rooms, military hos- 
pital, magazine, cooking and ablu-
tion sheds, workshops, canteen, 
guardroom, and cells.” 

Various small detachments of 
Royal Sappers and Miners, and 
several R.E. officers arrived a t  dif- 
ferent times, At one time they 
amounted to more than 100 in num- 
ber, and their function was to 
supervise the work of the convicts 
on roads, bridges, etc. 

The Army staff was very limited, 
consisting for many years of the 
Commandant and Staff Officer for 
Pensioners only. The Commandant 
was often unpaid as such, and the 
office was vacant from 1879-82, as 
the Legislative Council was not pre- 
pared to vote the funds for his 
salary. In 1894 R.S.M. J. A. Camp-
bell, Cameron Highlanders. came 
from England as Instructor. and 
was appointed Lieutenant and Staff 
Adjutant: he  continued in the ser-
vice with increasing rank and re-
n o m  until his retirement as Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel and Commandant in 
1902. 

Volunteer Period. 
Universal service was early con- 

templated. and Governor Stirling‘s 
first proclamation, on 18 June, 
1829, includes the following sec-
tion:-

“And whereas the safety of the 
territory from invasion and from 
the attack of hostile native tribes 
may require the establishment of 
a Militia Force which on emer-
gency may be depended on to as-
sist his Majesty’s regular troops 
in the defence of the laws and 
property of the inhabitants of the 
territory, and moreover the effi-
ciency of such an  armed body. 
depending wholly on its organiza-
tion, discipline, and preparation 
for service, all male persons 
whatsoever between the ages of 
fifteen and fifty are hereby re-
quired to enrol themselves in the 
Muster Roll of the Militia of the 
county in which they may reside, 
and to observe that the days for 
muster and exercise, and the 
names of the officers whom I may 
see fit to appoint to command 
them will be duly notified, and 
that on proof of their disobe-
dience to such officers or of neg-
ligent performance of the duties 
required of them, they will be 
subject, in the absence of martial 
law, to a pecuniary fine and io 
imprisonment until the same shall 
be liquidated.” 

There is no trace of any use hav- 
ing been made of this ordinance. 

In 1861 the Volunteer movement 
took root in West Australia, and i t  
appears that a sudden upsurge of 
popular opinion caused the forma- 
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lion of a number of units whose 
existence was regularized by ordi- 
nance. In spite of popular enthu- 
siasm, the units can hardly be said 
to have flourished. Few rifles were 
available, the Government was not 
disposed to buy any, and War Of- 
Ace regulations only allowed of the 
issue to 25 per cent. of establish-
ment. The country associations 
quickly faded in face of the dis- 
couraging outlook, but in Perth on 
13 Scptember, 1861. The Metropoli- 
tan Rifle Volunteers began its offi-
cial existence. It was the direct 
ancestor of Thc 11th Infantry Bat- 
talion (Thc City of Perth Regi-
ment). Almost simultaneously a 
similar unit was formed at Fre-
mantle, and known as The Fre-
mantle Infantry. 

Country Units. 
In thc country. a reries of units 

were raised at various times, and 
although sonic had a very chequcr- 
ed existcnce. most survived till the 
new century brnught a reorgnniza-
tion. These unts. each of nominal 
company strcngth, were as follows: 
-Guildford Rifles (1814). Geraldton 
Rifles (1816). York Rifles (1878. dis-
banded 1886 and re-raised in 1893), 
Bunbury Rifles (1892). The 1900 rc-
organization consisted of forming a 
brigadc, without staff. of Westcrn 
Australian Infantry. 1st Battalion 
being raised in Perth, 2nd in Fre- 
mantle, 3rd Guildford. Geraldton. 
Bunbury and York. 4th. Perth, 
from a short-lived Civil Service 
Corps, and 5th Battalion was added 
later with companies at Kalgoorlie, 
Coolgardie, Boulder, Kanowna, 
Menzies and Broad Arrow. The 
establishment of battalions was 16 
Officers, 224 O.R., except the 5th. 
which had 22 Officers and 338 O.R. 
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C a v e .  
It is surprising that in  a country- 

side where the horse was an essen- 
tial part of life, only two mounted 
units were formed in early times. 
The Pinjarra Mounted Volunteers, 
formed in 1862, existed till about 
1882. The other was the Welling- 
ton Mounted Volunteers, which had 
a much shorter life, from 1871 till 
about 1882. About 1887 there was 
a move to raise mounted, sub-units 
of existing infantry units, and the 
present Governor of W.A., Sir 
James Mitchell, was the first 
mounted soldier of the Geraldton 
unit. In 1889, Guildford Rifles of 
4 Officer; and 116 others included 
36 mounted infantry, and Gerald-
ton Rifics of 3 Officers and 56 others 
included 24 cavaliers. There is one 
reference in the records to Perth 
Mounted Riflcs in 1894, with 3 of-
ficers and 41 others, but no further 
mention of the mounted arm till 
1900, when, probably as a result of 
the war in South Africa, units had 
come into existence at Bunbury 
(South West District M.I.) of 4 divi-
sions (troops), Northam, Canning-
ton, Fremantle and Gcraldton (Vic- 
toria District M.I.) each of 2 divi-
sions (troops). All together they 
mustered I officers and 349 others. 

Arfillery. 
In 1870 a Cavalry Troop was 

raised in Perth as “The Union 
Troop of Wrstern Australian 
Mounted Volunteers”, but in 1813 
it became the “W.A. Troop of 
Volunteer Horse Artillery”, and 
with a strength of 2 officers and 30 
others, it had the use of two 12 
pr. Armstrong B.L. guns belonging 
to the Enrolled Pensioner Force. 
but harnessed and horsed “at the 
expense of the Colony”. The 32 



42 THE AUSTRALIAN 

horses allowed appear slightly in-
adequate fo r  ‘Horse Artillery. A 
change in 1882 turned the unit into 
“The Perth Artillery”-organized as 
a section and later as a battery of 
field artillery. I t  was equipped 
with 9.pr.  R.M.L. guns, and prac-
tised from Mounts Bay Road in the 
vicinity of the Swan Brewery, fir-
ing a t  targets probably in Swan 
River. At the time the Common- 
wealth took over, i t  had become No. 
1 Field Battery with an establish-
ment of 4 officers and 86 others. 
Major-General Sir Talbot Hobhs 
and Brigadier-General Bessell-
Browne received their early train- 
ing as gunner officers in this unit, 
and the present 3 Field Regiment 
is its lineal descendant. 

An equally varied history is that 
of the Coast Artillery. In 1879 
the Fremantle Naval Volunteers, 38 
all ranks, and armed with two ob- 
solete guns, commenced its exis-
tence, but in 1888 it was trans-
ferred to the Army as “Fremantle 
Artillery”, equipped with field guns. 
In 1900 it had 15 pr. B.L. guns and 
an establishment of 4 officers and 
86 O.R’s. In 1907 it became a Com-
pany of Garrison Artillery and had 
a continuous existence under vari- 
ous titles till the end of the 1939/45 
War, manning the armament in-
stalled at Fremantle and later at 
Rottnest and Garden Island. 

Albany residents had evinced a 
spasmodic interest in things mili-
tary, and from 1878 possessed an 
infantry company, known as Albany 
Rifles, Albany Defence Rifles, and 
Plantaganet Rifles, each change of 
name being the indication of a dis-
bandment and subsequent re-rais-
ing. Finally, in 1899 the resources 
of the town were turned to the 
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“Albany Volunteer Artillery”, of 3 
officers and 77 O.Rs. (including a 
band), which had a continuous 
existence under various designa-
tions till late in the 1939-45 War. 
I t  manned the 6-inch guns mounted 
for the protection of King George’s 
Sound. 

With regard to coast armament, 
the history is a story of reports 
followed by inaction. From 1846 
till 1885 many recommendations 
were made, but nothing eventuated; 
in the latter year the Home Go-
vernment indicated that it con-
sidered that the W.A. Government 
should fortify Fremantle, but that 
the Australian Colonies as a whole, 
represented by the “Federal Coun- 
cil”, should be responsible for the 
defence of Albany and Thursday 
Island. This meant that, for all 
practical purposes, the colonies of 
N.S.W. and Victoria should finance 
the work and provide the garrison 
for Albany. The War Office, how- 
ever, offered some guns for  all 
three places. The Fremantle guns 
duly arrived, lay on the beach for 
some time, and eventually found 
an honoured resting place in Kings 
Park, never having been emplaced. 
The Federal Council objected to the 
muzzle-loading guns offercd for  Al-
bany, and were eventually SUCCCSS-

fu l  in getting two up-to-date six-
inch guns,-from a War Office prob- 
ably glad to hear the last of thc 
affair. Even so, the two gun mount- 
ings were not identical. and there 
is a suspicion that Albany got one 
gun intended for Thursday Island 
and vice-versa. The impetus of 
the Defence Council ensured that 
“Princess Royal” Battery at Albany 
was completed and manned in 1893, 
whereas nothing happened regard- 
ing Fremantle till 1904, after Fe- 
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deration. The garrison for Albany 
was a company of W.A. Permanent 
Artillery, the original personnel of 
which came from N.S.W. and Vic- 
toria, and i t  is thought were also 
paid for by those colonies. Subse-
quent enlistments were made in 
W.A. 

Training. 
In  the early days of the Volun- 

teer system, the standard of train- 
ing was probably very low, due to 
lack of organisation and instructors, 
obsolescence and paucity of wea-
pons, lack of funds, and an un-
sympathetic legislature. I t  was 
only in 1895 that the Government 
introduced the ”partially-paid” sys-
tem, with bounties for extra effi-
ciency and musketry. 

On the other hand, the enthu-
siasm of the Volunteers was very 
great, and they gave their time 
freely to military duties. Inter-
unit rivalry was keen, and Cap-
tain Hillman of The Metropolitan 
Rifle Volunteers in 1882 complained 
of his bad luck in being the first 
corps inspected by the Comman-
dant and that being “mixed up 
with that d------d Artillery made all 
the difference.” 

The first camp was held at Cottes. 
loe in 1884, and was attended by 
355 all ranks. The camp area was 
lent by the local publican, who 
also made his premises available for 
the HQ Staff. No doubt the extra 
trade resulting more than compen- 
sated the publican for the wear and 
tear on his grass land. An original 
coloured sketch by Lieutenant-
Colonel Angelo, the Commandant 
hangs in the U.S.I. of W.A., and 
affords an illuminating and amusing 
vignette of military activity in those 
days. 

IN W.A. 

The same year a camp was held 
about 17 miles north of Geraldton 
for the benefit of the local com-
pany, and the attendance of 40 was 
probably very creditable. The ac-
commodation is noted by a visiting 
volunteer from Perth as being “good 
but rough”, and although lacking 
in the public house amenity pro-
vided a t  Cottesloe, the visitor was 
“offered refreshment” and was very 
pleased with what he saw. 

Subsequent camps were held a t  
Greenmount and Guildford, with 
smaller attendances. From 1896 to 
1898, probably due to the new pay 
code, more successful camps were 
held a t  Karrakatta, with the addi- 
tional advantage of a new rifle 
range there, in  succession to the 
original one constructed on Mt. 
Eliza (Kings Park) in 1863. At 
Karrakatta and on this range. the 
contingents for South Africa did all 
of their pre-embarkation training, 
such as i t  was. I t  now (1951) com-
prises a collection of training de-
pots for divisional troops, and has 
been renamed “Irwin Training 
Centre” in commemoration of the 
first Commandant. 

Adminishalion. 
As can be imagined with the 

small s t a r  allowed, administration 
was fairly skctchy by  modern 
standards. For instance, the order 
constituting the First Contingent for 
South Africa, including names and 
appointments of officers, rates of 
pay and allowances, deferred pay, 
secondment and relief of O.C. Ai- 
bany Garrison and the intention of 
the Commandant to inspect the unit, 
takes only 14 pages in long hand. 

A further order for the inspec-
tion of the troops by the Governor 
took 11 lines, including train time- 
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table, and concluded with the para- 
graph-“During Captain Moor’s ab- 
sence from the Colony, his horse 
will be a t  the disposal of the Com- 
mandant for public service.” Cap-
tain Moor, R.A., who had been in 
command of the W.A.P.A. at Al-
bany, never returned to collect his 
horse,-he was killed in action on 
19 July, 1900. 

An order for the embarkation of 
the Fourth Contingent was very 
brief, covering less than two pages, 
longhand, and no returns were 
called for. Administration was 
catching up, however, and by the 
time thc Ninth Contingent was em- 
barked, the length of the order had 
nearly doubled, and six returns 
were required, one being of “tem-
perance men who wish to receive 
tea and sugar.” That the admini- 
strative tail sometimes wagged the 
executive dog is illustratcd by an 
order which reads: “No recruits to 
be taken on between the 20th and 
end of each month, owing to the 
monthly State rendered on the 25th 
being an accurate State at the end 
of the month.” 

Administration in early days 
called for a robust individualism. 
“A cap badge for Infantry Corps 
having been approved . . . Officers 
Commanding Infantry Corps will 
take steps to see that their Corps 
are provided with this badge as 
soon as possible. The badge can 
be obtained from Messrs. Hobson 
& Sons, Lexington Street. Golden 
Square, London.” Another order. 
written on Melbourne Club note-
paper-“Captain P------, W.A. 
Mounted Infantry. will proceed at 
his own expense to South Africa 
in the S.S. Sophocles, reporting 
himself on arrival to the Chief Staff 
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Officer, Cape Town, for duty with 
the West Australian Mounted In-
fantry.” 

Ceremonial. 
General orders indicate that cere- 

monial parades were frequent. The 
Queen’s Birthday, the arrival and 
departure of Governors and Ad-
mirals, the opening of Parliamen-
tary Sessions, and the embarkation 
and return of foreign contingents, 
all called for ceremonial, often in- 
volving the concentration of all 
available troops from the country 
as well as from the metropolis. 

The following extract from the 
diary of A. J. Hillman (Captain of 
Metropolitan Rifle Volunteers) is the 
record of one such parade on the 
Queen’s Birthday:- 

“Wednesday, 24 May, 1882. 
Although rather cloudy with 

slight inclination to rain the day 
passed off without any downfall. 

Our Corps fell in a t  10.30 a.m. 
The Guildford Volunteers came 
down by the 9 a.m. train-they had 
55 men all told-we had 118. After 
getting our ammunition at the Ar- 
moury I marched the M.R.V’s. and 
G.R.V’s. down to the drill ground, 
where I had a capital half hour‘s 
drill with the companies; they 
worked very well. The Fremantle 
Rifles and the Naval Brigade got in’ 
to the ground about 11.30, and soon 
after Lord Gifford arrived and took 
command of the whole-thcre were 
340 men of all ranks present and 
made a very respectable line. 

The Governor drove down with 
Lady Robinson a little before noon 
and walked down the line inspect- 
ing them, after which he took up 
his position at the saluting point 
and we marched past in quick time 
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and then at the douhle. The Perth 
Artillery, misunderstanding Lord 
Gifford’s directions, got right in the 
road of the company I was leading 
at the double-we went right Over 
them, to the great amusement of 
the spectators-it was Hayne’s fault, 
he should have got out of the road. 
The Royal Salute of 21 guns was 
then fired by sevens at a time 
with a round of our “feu de joie” 
between each seven-the guns were 
fired in a most wretched manner 
insomuch that some wag said he 
thought they must have had a tele- 
gram saying the Queen was dead. 
The Artillery were firing minute 
guns. 

After thc Salute was finished the 
line was wheeled into column and 
closed to the front, and the Go-
vernor came down and made a very 
nice speech, not buttering up the 
Force in the usual manner hut 
speaking very well about it and 
mcntioning the appointment of 
Colonel Angela and his intention 
to give a prize again this year, and 
winding up by calling for three 
cheers for the Queen. We all 
marched off then to our respective 
parades, and this great demonstra- 
tion was over for another year. I 
left Sergeant Dean to call the roll 
and dismiss the men while I rushed 
home, put on my levee uniform and 
just got down to Government 
House to attend that interesting 
ceremony.” 

The visit of T.R.H. the Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwall and York 
caused some fast movement. No. 1 
Field Battery was ordered to fire a 
21-gun salute as the Royal Train 
passed West Perth Railway Station, 
and then join the Royal Procession 
for the march through the city. The 

Guard of Honour at the station had 
to move fast to repeat their per-
formance at Government House, 
whilst troops lining the first two 
sections of the route were to move 
as soon as the procession passed, 
take a short cut and subsequently 
line the latter portion of the route. 

Orders for dress were many. Of-
ficers attending “Assaults-at-Arms” 
were to appear in Mess Dress, or if 
not in possession, in Rcview Order. 
Levees, Dinners or Evening Parties 
at Government House callcd for 
Full Dress Uniform, whilst for  Gar-
den Partics and Receptions. “frock 
coat and tall hat” were ordered. 
One order is extant in which the 
Commandant expresses his disap-
proval of Volunteer officers in plain 
clothes witnessing military displays, 
and promised that in future cases 
such officers might he “removed 
from the precincts.’’ 

Photographs and sketches reveal 
that till about 1900 West Austra-
lian troops WCTC dressed generally 
to conform with Imperial troops- 
in scarlet or blue, but the helmet 
was generally white. In the late 
’nineties the felt hat made its ap- 
pearance, hut it was worn cocked 
on the right side instead of the left, 
as at present. 

South Africa. 
In 1899 the Boer War found the 

Colony with a small Volunteer 
force of undoubtedly fine material 
hut a sketchy if not altogether de- 
ficient organization. To meet the 
Empire’s call, therefore, a newly 
raised unit was offered and accept- 
&,-a company of mounted in-
fantry, of 5 officers and 125 O.Rs.  
with two Maxim guns. Things cer- 
tainly moved fast, - war was de-
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clared on 10 October, and the com- 
pany, better known as the First 
Contingent, embarked at Albany on 
7 November. In all. nine Contin-
gents were despatched, of varying 
strengths from 58 to 226. The first 
six were officially known as “West- 
ern Australian Mounted Infantry” 
and the last three, raised after Fe- 
deration, as “Australian Common-
wealth Horse.” 

All in  all, Western Australia sent 
64 officers and 1,167 0 3 ’ s .  with 
1.179 horses. Casualties were 28 
killed in action, 12 died, and 86 
wounded, and Awards were, V.C., 
1; C.B., 2;  D.S.O., 7 and D.C.M., 7 .  
The recruiting figures on a popula- 
lion basis were 50, per cent. higher 
than the averaee for Australia as a ~~ I~ 

whole,-a standard which has been 
maintained ever since. 
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Federation. 
The year 1901 was a busy one. 

There was a war still on, contin- 
gents departing and arriving, two 
Royal visitors to honour, a new 
Governor-General to receive, and 
a contingent to despatch to Mel-
bourne for the inauguration of the 
Commonwealth. A very concise 
Order of 1st March, 1901, brings a 
Chanter to a close. 

Military Forces of the State 
of Western Australia have this 
day been transferred to the Con- 
trol of the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia, All Acts, Rules. and Re-
gulations at the present existing 
will continue in  force until fu r -
ther Orders, 

J. A. CAMPBELL, Majoi-, C.S.O.” 




