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IT is not possible to de-
seribe in detail, in the space avail-
able, the various provisions of the
Geneva Conventions as they affect
the Armed Forces, but this short
article will have served its purpose
if it stimulates an interest in the
study of this important subject.

What Are the Geneva Conventions?

The four Conventions that exist
are: (1) Convention for the ame-
lioration of the condition of the
wounded and sick in Armed Forces
in the Field; (2) Convention for the
amelioration of the condition of
wounded, sick and shipwrecked
members of the Armed Forces at
sea; (3) Convention relative to the
treatment of prisoners of war; and
(4) Convention relative to the pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in time
of War. In total they contain 429
Articles and cover more than 200
pages.

The story of the Conventions has
its beginning in 1864, when as the
result of a Diplomatic Conference
called by the Swiss Government at

Geneva, the historic first Convention
was signed by twelve Powers, With
the advent of new weapons and
fresh tactics in warfare there arose
a corresponding need for changes
and developments in the measures
to protect victims of war. Hence
three times in this century, in 1906,
1929 and 1949, Diplomatic Confer-
ences have been held to alter, im-
prove and add to the existing Con-
ventions. The 1949 Conference at-
tended by representatives of fifty-
nine Governments, after four months
of discussion, finalised the prepara-
tion of four “modernised” Conven-
tions and today sixty-one Powers are
signatory to these Conventions.

The Purpose of the Conventions

The spirit of peace is in reality
the spirit of the Geneva Conven-
tions. They are often, very aptly,
called the Humanitarian Conven-
tions. They are documents which
set down not only the principles, but
also specific details for the protection
and care of victims of war. It is
important to remember that they
make no attempt to dictate the rules
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of actual warfare. It is with the vic-
tims and not with the methods of
fighting they are concerned. The
protection they give is for those
who either by reason of being civi-
lians, or because they are wounded
and taken prisoner, are non-comba-
tant and thus outside the struggle.
The titles of each of the Conven-
tions indicate generally the cate-
gories of persons to whom each gives
protection. Provisions vary with
the classes of people protected, but
in a general way it may be stated
that amidst the brutality and de-
struction of war, they endeavour to
bring a minimum of care and com-
passion in order that lives shall be
saved, that suffering shall be miti-
gated and that human dignity shall
be preserved .

Common Features of the Four
Conventions.

In the first place all the four Con-
ventions unanimously stipulate that
“persons taking no active part in
the hostilities, including members
of armed forces who have laid down
their arms and those placed hors de
combat by sickness, wounds, deten-
tion, or any other cause, shall in all
circumstances be treated humanely
without any adverse distinction
founded on race, colour, religion or
faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any
other similar criteria.”

This constitutes minimum protec-
tion (which is increased to a cer-
tain extent in each of the Conven-
tions) and these terms clearly define
the essential basis and the guiding
spirit of the Conventions.

Another obligation laid down in
all the Conventions is that the sick

and wounded should be collected
and cared for.

The Conventions also lay down a
series of interdictions. Prohibition
applies to “violence to life and per-
sons, in particular murder of all
kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment,
torture, taking of hostages, outrages
upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treat-
ment, the passing of sentences and
the carrying out of executions with-
out previous judgment pronounced
by a regularly constituted court, af-
fording all the judicial guarantees
which are recognised as indispen-
sable by civilised peoples.”

Another provision common to the
four Conventions specifies that the
persons they protect may in no case
relinquish their rights under the
Conventions. The object here is to
cover against coercion, pressure or
undue influence, Thus they are pro-
tected not only against any enemy
power, but against themselves,
against relinquishing these rights
which would perhaps expose them,
in certain cases, to the risk of being
considered traitors or deserters.

Wilful killing, torture or inhuman
treatment, including biological ex-
periments, wilfully causing great
suffering or serious injury to body
and health are all condemned and
involve suitable punishment. This
far-reaching innovation was made
by the 1949 Conference. It is no
longer the States alone which will
be held responsible for such offences.
Individuals committiing or causing
such offences to be committed are
equally responsible.

A striking example of the revo-
lution of legal conceptions in recent
times is contained in another pro-
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vision introduced in 1949, which
makes the Conventions applicable
to “all cases of declared war or of
any other declared conflict which
may arise between two or more of
the High Contracting parties even
if the State of War is not recognised
by them,” and in all cases of occu-
pation, "even if the said occupation
meets with no armed resistance.”
To quote only two examples, if this
provision had been in force during
the last World War, they would
have been applicable as between
Germany and Poland, even after the
Reich had suppressed the Polish
State and considered that a state of
war no longer existed; the same
would have applied throughout the
occupation of Denmark.

The First Convention For the
Wounded and Sick Armies in
the Field.

Folowing this rapid review of
some of the most important pro-
" visions common to the four Con-
ventions it is necesary to notice in
some detail the prominent features
of each of the Conventions.

The first three Conventions
directly concern the Armed Forces.
The fourth, which relates to civi-
lians, shall be omitted for considera-
tion from this survey. The first
Convention expresses the moral
sentiments of our times in the form
of detailed and concrete obligations
as to the treatment of the sick and
wounded in times of war. The per-
son or the soldier who has been
wounded or who is sick and who in
consequence gives up his arms and
is placed hors de combat is invio-
lable. Article 12, which deals with
the protection, treatment and care
of the wounded or sick, is the key-
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stone of this Convention.
down:

It lays

“Members of the Armed Forces
and other persons mentioned in
the following Article who are
wounded or sick shall be re-
spected and protected in all cir-
cumstances.

They shall be treated humanely
and cared for by the Party to the
conflict in whose power they
may be, without any adverse
distinction founded on sex, race,
nationality, religion, political
opinions, or any other similar
criteria. Any attempts upon
their lives, or violence to their
persons, shall be strictly pro-
hibited; in particular, they shall
not be murdered or extermina-
ted, subjected to torture or to
biological experiments; they
shall not wilfully be left with-
out medical assistance and care,
nor shall conditions exposing
them to contagion or infection
be created.

Only urgent medical reasons will
authorise priority in the order
of treatment to be administered.
Women shall be treated with all
consideration due to their sex.
The Party to the conflict which
is compelled to abandon
wounded or sick to the enemy
shall, as far as military con-
siderations permit, leave with
them a part of its medical per-
sonnel and material to assist in
their care.”

It recognises further the neutra-
lity of all hospitals and medical per-
sonnel, the use of the Red Cross em-
blem as the mark of that neutrality
and accepts the fact that the sick
and wounded soldier is no longer
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an enemy and must be tended with
care.

It will be noted that the article
prohibits “adverse distinctions.” It
is natural and even desirable that a
distinction, whatever it may be,
should be permitted if it benefits the
wounded enemy. Thus, for ex-
ample, a native of a tropical
country and therefore more subject
to chills than others, should be al-
lowed extra blankets or be cared
for in premises better heated. Simi-
larly the Article states in paragraph
3 that “only urgent medical reasons
will authorise priority in the order
of treatment to be administered.”
Therefore a surgeon would have the
right to treat one of his own
wounded before an enemy, only if
medical reasons so demand.

In addition this Convention also
_includes many other provisions
which  were found necessary.
Amongst these are the immediate
actions which need to be taken
after a battle—firstly the wounded
and the dead must be searched for
and removed to safety; the wounded
must be given the care they need,
and later the dead must be buried;
a record and the particulars of each
victim, whether wounded or dead,
must be sent to the “Information
Bureau for Prisoners of War,” which
upon the outbreak of a conflict the
belligerant powers are bounden to
establish. The names and details
of those wounded and dead who be-
long to the enemy must then be sent
to the Central Agency for Prisoners
of War and to the Protecting Power
acting on behalf of the nation to
which the wounded man belongs.
Both the Protecting Power and the
Central Agency then transmit the

information to the country to which
the victims belong.

Directly inspired by the events of
Solferino* is Article 18, which en-
ables the military authorities to ap-
peal to private individuals to afford
medical assistance to wounded and
sick soldiers. The soldier must be
treated without delay. This task is
deemed so urgent that if Army
Medical Service is not available,
private aid is to be sought for. The
civilians who respond shall be pro-
tected as they give their services.

The Maritime Convention.

The Second Convention, known as
the Maritime Convention, is an ex-
tension of the First Geneva Conven-
tion (for the Wounded and Sick), the
provisions of which it adapts to
naval warfare. It has the same ob-
ject and the same general arrange-
ment as the First and protects the
same class of persons, adding, how-
ever, a further category, the ship-
wrecked. Hospital ships and their
personnel are treated on the same
footing as medical establishments on
land and protected in the same way.
They shall in no case be attacked or
captured, but shall at all times be
protected and respected. Hospital
ships used by Red Cross Societies
will enjoy the same privileges.

The Third Convention Relative to
the Treatment of Prisoners of War.

A prisoner of war is not, by vir-
tue of his captivity, a criminal and
may not be held in close confine-
ment. The fact of his capture may

* The battle of Solferino in 1859 in Italy,
between Austrian and French armies,
provided the inspiration to Henri Dunant
to found the Red Cross and led to the
Diplomatic Conference of 1864, which
framed the first Geneva Convention.
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not be kept secret, but should be
made known at the earliest possible
moment to the outside world, in
particular to his next-of-kin and the
Power on which he depends. Three
ways are provided for this purpose:
Firstly, each Detaining Power is ob-
liged to give the Power on which the
prisoner depends data concerning
him immediately following his cap-
ture. Secondly, prisoners may
directly inform the Central ‘“Priso-
ners of War Agency” of their ad-
dress and state of health by means
of a “capture card.’ Thirdly, priso-
ners of war are authorised from the
moment of capture and within a
maximum of a week to notify their
families thereof.

This Convention is applicable also
to military internees in neutral
countries. Provision is made for
protection of war prisoners at all
times in particular against violence
intimidation, insults and public
curiosity. Women must be treated
with all the regard due to their sex
and prisoners shall be entitled in
all circumstances to respect for their
persons and their honour; measures
of reprisal against them are pro-
hibited. The Detaining Power has
the obligation of providing free
maintenance, housing, food, cloth-
ing, medical care, etc.

No coercion or physical or mental
torture may be inflicted on priso-
ners to secure information from
them. They may not be deprived
of their personal effects. The Con-
vention also provides for the election
in each camp by secret ballot, every
six months of prisoners’ representa-
tives. These representatives are to
enjoy certain prerogatives and given
special facilities for communication
with the detaining authorities, the
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Protecting Power, the national Red
Cross Societies and the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

Prisoners of war are also entitled
to receive individual or collective
relief supplies and to send at least
two letters and four cards per month
on the model of those annexed to the
Convention.

These few provisions selected
from among many others show the
care with which the authors of the
Convention and signatory Powers
have formulated guarantees to en-
sure humane treatment of war pri-
soners in accordance with the Red
Cross spirit.

The Red Cross Emblem.

The Red Cross emblem has a de-
finite place in the scheme of the
Conventions. Under Article 38 of
the “Sick & Wounded” Convention
the heraldic emblem of the red cross
on a white background is retained
as the emblem and distinctive sign
of the Medical Services of Armed
Forces. The next Article specifies
that this emblem shall be displayed
on the buildings, flags, armlets and
on all equipment employed in the
Medical Services, in short, on the
persons and objects which it is the
task of this Convention to protect.
It is of special interest to note that
distinction is made between the use
of the emblem for protective pur-
poses and its use for indicative pur-
poses. The aim of this rule is to
surround the protective sign with
the strictest guarantees, but. at the
same time to enable the National
Red Cross Societies to use widely
for indicative purposes an emblem
known throeughout the world.
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How Is the Protection Carried Out?

The most complex aspect of the
Conventions refers to the means of
carrying them out for the benefit
of the victims of war. Declaration
of rights is easy enough, but their
application and enforcement is a
different matter. Chief among the
means designed for this purpose is
the bringing in of the Protecting
Power into the picture and by the
statement of the responsibilities of
the Protecting Powers as regards
communication, negotiation, super-
vision and the passage of informa-
tion and family news. The Protec-
ting Power represents the interests
of a foreign Government in a
country with which that Govern-
ment is at war. Under the Conven-
tions the Protecting Powers act as
intermediaries between warring
powers on certain matters con-
nected with the welfare of war
victims.

The Role of the Red Cross

The role of the Red Cross in this
respect is no less important. While
the Protecting Power acts on a
governmental and diplomatic level
and has its responsibilities fixed, the
functions of the Red Cross are wider
and are left purposely open and
broad to enable the fulfilment of its
important traditional work of bring-

ing relief and succour wherever pos-
sible. To mention a few examples,
the special position of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross has been recognised in the
matter of receiving all necessary
facilities for visiting the prisoners,
distributing relief supplies and
material, from any source, intended
for religion, educational or recrea-
tive purposes. Again its delegates
shall have permission to go to all
places where prisoners of war may
be, particularly to places of intern-
ment, imprisonment and labour, etc.
They shall be able to interview the
prisoners without witnesses either
personally or through an interpreter.
The responsibility to propose the
creation of a Central Prisoners of
War Agency also rests with the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross. Far more important is the
provision enabling the Committee
under certain conditions to act as a
substitute for Protecting Powers and
to assume the humanitarian functions
performed by Protecting Powers
under the Conventions.

It has also been clearly stated that
the Conventions constitute no ob-
stacle to or restrictions of the
humanitarian activities which the
International Committee of the Red
Cross may undertake for relief of
victims of war.
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Directorate of Military Training.

TO meet the urgent re-
quirements for officers for the Aus-
tralian Regular Army an Officer Ca-
det School is being established in
Victoria. The School will conduct
two courses a year. Each course
will be of 22 weeks’ duration.

Conditions of Eligibility.

Applications for entry to the OCS
are invited from: —

(a) Applicants for entry to the
Royal Military College, Dun-
troon, who did not or do not
gain selection for the 1951 and
1952 intakes, but who were or
may be recommended by the
RMC Selection Board as suit-
able for attendance at an OCS
course.

(b) National Service men.
(c) ARA other ranks.

(d) Voluntary enlisted personnel
of the CMF of and below the
rank of Lieutenant.

(e) Civilians.

To be eligible for entry to the
OCS a person must comply with the
following conditions:—

Age Limits: As at 7 January, 1952,
the candidate must have attained
the age of 18 years, but not have
attained 23 years.

Medical Siandard: Classification
Al, minimum height 5 ft. 4 ins.

Educational Standard: Interme-
diate or equivalent standard.

Parent’'s Consent: The written
consent for the entry of an appli-
cant under 21 years of age must be
furnished by the applicant’s parent
or guardian.

Service ai the School.

On entry to the school candidates
will be given the rank of Officer
Cadet and will be paid at the rate
of 26/3 a day. Members of the
ARA of the rank of Corporal or
higher will continue to be paid at
the rate for the rank held imme-
diately prior to joining the School.

On Graduation.

On graduation from the OCS the
successful candidate will be appoin-
ted to a long service commission in
the Regular Army in the rank of
Second Lieutenant. The current
rates of pay for Second Lieutenants
are:—

On graduation — 30/- a day.
After two years in rank — 34/6
a day.

Promotion to the rank of Lieu-
tenant will take place four years
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after graduation, provided that the
officer has qualified at Leaving or
equivalent standard in English, one
branch of mathematics and any
other three subjects.

Application for Entry.
Applications for entry to the OCS
from serving members of the ARA,
CMF, and Cadet Corps, should be
forwarded on AAF Al140 through
normal service channels.






